LifeWind International and Global CHE Network

BIRTH OF JESUS: GABRIEL’S VISIT TO MARY
Based on: Luke 1:26-38.
PREPARATION: In preparation ahead of time, it is well to read the story out loud, so you can both see the words and hear them spoken.  After reading the story, close your eyes and imagine you are looking at the story taking place as you practice retelling the story out loud to check your memory.  Then reread the story out loud to note where you made mistakes and try again.  Repeat this process until you can tell the story smoothly and accurately. You may use your own words and cut down on the number of names, but stick exactly to the content of the Bible story. 
INTRODUCTION: Bible storying is a powerful way to present Biblical truths to both adults and children. Tell this story after Zechariah and Elizabeth.
STORY: 
· Tell the story of Gabriel’s visit to Mary, from Luke 1:36-38.
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION: Use some of these questions or add your own. Adjust them to the age of the children.
Observation questions:  (What happened?)
· Who is Gabriel? What was Gabriel’s promise to Zechariah?
· Who is Mary? Was Mary married yet?

· Who is Joseph?

· What would happen to Mary?
· Who is Mary’s son?
Understanding questions: (Why?)
· Gabriel told Mary that she was highly favored, and that the Lord was with her. What did he mean?
· How could Mary have a baby if she was not married yet?

· Gabriel called Mary’s son the “Son of the Most High” and told her that he would have a throne and a kingdom. What did he mean by that?

· Does Jesus have a throne and a kingdom?

· How could Elizabeth, who was old and not able to have children, have a baby?

· What can God do? Is anything too hard for him to do?

· How did Mary react to the angel’s message? Did she accept what he said?

· Would it be easy for Mary to be unmarried and pregnant?
Application questions: (How does this relate to me?)
· Would you be afraid if you saw an angel?
· Gabriel’s message was a surprise to Mary. Does God ever do things that are surprising?

· Nothing is impossible for God. What has God done in your life?

· Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant.” What does that mean? Are you willing to serve God?

· A servant obeys. Are you willing to obey whatever God calls you to do?
· What are some ways that you can obey God?
Memory verse and coloring page: Luke 1:38. You can use a memory verse games to learn this.

Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of 
Used in: Children’s CHE/Spiritual/Bible Storying/New Testament
Coloring pages are from Calvary Chapel and are available from http://www.calvarycurriculum.com/childrens-curriculum-nt.php
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"I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left her. 

(Luke 1:38 NIV)
