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ADAM AND EVE 1: THE GARDEN
Based on:  Genesis 2:4-25.
PREPARATION: In preparation ahead of time, it is well to read the story out loud, so you can both see the words and hear them spoken.  After reading the story, close your eyes and imagine you are looking at the story taking place as you practice retelling the story out loud to check your memory.  Then reread the story out loud to note where you made mistakes and try again.  Repeat this process until you can tell the story smoothly and accurately.  Usually this takes about four times total.  Stand and move around as you take the role of various speakers.  You may use your own words, but stick exactly to the content of the Bible story.
INTRODUCTION: Bible storying is a powerful way to present Biblical truths to both adults and children. 
STORY: 
· Tell the story of Adam and Eve.
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION: Use some of these questions or add your own.
Observation questions:  (What happened?)
· What was the Garden of Eden like?

· What was found in the Garden? Draw a picture of the Garden.
· What was not found there? (Hint: Was there any sickness or death there?)
· How was Adam formed?

· What did he do with the animals?

· Did he find a companion for himself when he named the animals and birds?

· How was the woman formed?

· What was Adam’s reaction when he saw her?

Understanding questions: (Why?)
· What was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?

· Why couldn’t they eat from that tree? What did God tell them?

· Why weren’t the animals and birds good enough companions for Adam?

· In what ways was the woman a better companion for him?

· Why was the woman formed from his side (or his rib) rather than from his head or his foot?

· What does the Bible teach about marriage?
Application questions: (How does this relate to me?)
· Have you ever wanted to live in a world without pain or problems?

· Why do we struggle with problems and with illnesses and death today?
Memory verse and coloring page:   Genesis 2:16-17. You can use the memory verse games to learn these verses.

5. Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of the Garden.
· Use the Adam and Eve picture book to tell this story.
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And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
for when you eat of it you will surely die." 

(Genesis 2:16-17)

