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PEACE ON EARTH
Based on: Isaiah 11:1-9
PREPARATION: In preparation ahead of time, it is well to read the story out loud, so you can both see the words and hear them spoken.  After reading the story, close your eyes and imagine you are looking at the story taking place as you practice retelling the story out loud to check your memory.  Then reread the story out loud to note where you made mistakes and try again.  Repeat this process until you can tell the story smoothly and accurately. You may use your own words and cut down on the number of names, but stick exactly to the content of the Bible story. 
INTRODUCTION: Bible storying is a powerful way to present Biblical truths to both adults and children. This is the third lesson from the book of Isaiah.
STORY: 
· Tell the story of Peace on earth, from Isaiah 11:1-9.
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION: Use some of these questions or add your own.
Observation questions:  (What happened?)
· Jesse is David’s father. Who is the Son of David? (Actually, not his son, but from his family, born many years after King David.)
· The Messiah (Jesus) is also called the Son of David, or the Branch. What is he like?

· The Spirit of the Lord rests on him. Describe the Spirit of the Lord.

· The Messiah (Jesus) is also the judge. Describe his judgments. Are they just and right?
Understanding questions: (Why?)
· Today, what would happen if a lamb was near a wolf?
· Today, what would happen if a lion was near a young calf?
· How will Jesus bring peace on earth?

· What is the knowledge of the Lord?
· How will knowing God change our lives?
Application questions: (How does this relate to me?)
· Is there peace on earth today?
· Are there any wars or fighting in your country?

· In your town, are there struggles or disagreements?

· In your family, do you sometimes argue or fight?

· How can we have peace on earth?

· What will happen when Jesus returns? How will the earth be different from today?
· Do you look forward to Jesus coming again?
Memory verse and coloring page: Isaiah 11:6. You can use a memory verse games to learn this.

Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of Peace on earth.
Used in: Children’s CHE/Spiritual/Bible Storying/Old Testament
Coloring pages are from Calvary Chapel and are available from http://children.cccm.com/site/curriculum.htm.
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The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. 

(Isaiah 11:6)
