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CREATION AND FALL 4: CAIN AND ABEL
Based on: Genesis 4:1-16
PREPARATION: In preparation ahead of time, it is well to read the story out loud, so you can both see the words and hear them spoken.  After reading the story, close your eyes and imagine you are looking at the story taking place as you practice retelling the story out loud to check your memory.  Then reread the story out loud to note where you made mistakes and try again.  Repeat this process until you can tell the story smoothly and accurately. You may use your own words and cut down on the number of names, but stick exactly to the content of the Bible story. 
INTRODUCTION: Tell this story after the story of The Fall.
STORY: 
· Tell the story of Cain and Abel, from Genesis 4:1-16.
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION: Use some of these questions or add your own.
Observation questions:  (What happened?)
· Who were Cain and Abel?
· What kind of work did they do?

· What kind of sacrifice did each one offer to the Lord?

· What did Cain do to his brother out in the field?

· What was Cain’s punishment from the Lord?

· Where did Cain go to live?
Understanding questions: (Why?)
· Why do you think that God was pleased with Abel’s sacrifice but not with Cain’s?
· Did God know that Cain was upset?

· What warning did the Lord give to Cain?

· He said, “Sin is crouching at your door but you must master it.” What does it mean to master sin?

· Why did Cain want his brother Abel to go out to the field with him?

· Did Cain tell the truth when God asked him where Abel was? 

· Why was Cain upset with his punishment? What was he afraid of?
· How did the Lord protect Cain?
Application questions: (How does this relate to me?)
· Have you ever been tempted to do something wrong?
· What happened? 

· Were you able to master or overcome the temptation?

· All of us sine and fail God. How can we be forgiven when we have sinned?

· Cain went out from the presence of the Lord. He no longer walked with God. Does that still happen today?

· How can you stay close to God and follow him?
Memory verse and coloring page: Genesis 4:8. You can use a memory verse games to learn this.

Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of Cain and Abel.
Used in: Children’s CHE/Spiritual/Bible Storying/Old Testament
Coloring pages are from Calvary Chapel and are available from http://children.cccm.com/site/curriculum.htm.
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Now Cain said to his brother Abel, 
"Let's go out to the field." And while they were in the field, 
Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 

(Genesis 4:8)

