ELIJAH AND THE WIDOW

LifeWind International and Global CHE Network
ELIJAH 2: ELIJAH AND THE WIDOW
Based on: 1 Kings 17:7-24.
PREPARATION: In preparation ahead of time, it is well to read the story out loud, so you can both see the words and hear them spoken.  After reading the story, close your eyes and imagine you are looking at the story taking place as you practice retelling the story out loud to check your memory.  Then reread the story out loud to note where you made mistakes and try again.  Repeat this process until you can tell the story smoothly and accurately.  Stand and move around as you take the role of various speakers.  You may use your own words and cut down on the number of names, but stick exactly to the content of the Bible story. 
INTRODUCTION: Bible storying is a powerful way to present Biblical truths to both adults and children. This is the second story in the series on Elijah. Tell this after Elijah and the ravens.
STORY: 
· Tell the story of Elijah and the widow, from 1 Kings 17:7-24. You can break this into two stories: 1 Kings 17:7-16 (God provides) and 1 Kings 17:17-24 (God heals the widow’s son).
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION: Use some of these questions or add your own.
Part one: 1 Kings 17:7-16--God provides.
Observation questions:  (What happened?)
· What happened to Elijah in the story of Elijah and the ravens?
· Now what did God tell him to do?

· What did Elijah ask the woman to do for him?

· Did the woman think that she could do that?

Understanding questions: (Why?)
· Why did Elijah leave to go find the widow?
· Why was the woman afraid? Why couldn’t she give Elijah water and bread?

· How did the Lord provide food every day for Elijah and the woman and her family?
Application questions: (How does this relate to me?)
· Does God know our needs? Does he know when we are hungry or sick or sad?
· How does God provide for us today?
· Tell a story of how God has provided for you and your family.

Part two: 1 Kings 17:17-24—God heals the widow’s son

Observation questions:

· What happened to the widow’s son?
· What did Elijah do with her son?
· What was Elijah’s prayer to God?
· What did the Lord do? What happened to the boy?
Understanding questions

· Why was the woman angry with Elijah when her son died?
· What was Elijah’s question for God?
· Did the Lord hear his cry? How do you know?
· How did God show his care for the widow and her son?
· After the boy returned to life, what did the woman learn about Elijah and about God?
Application questions

· Have you ever had a tragedy or serious problem in your family?

· Have you ever been angry with God?

· Have you ever questioned God? 

· How has God responded to you when you were angry or upset?

· How did God take care of you when there was a problem?
· What have you learned about God from this story?
· How does God give us life today?
Memory verse and coloring page: 1 Kings 17:22.  You can use a memory verse games to learn this verse.

Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of Elijah and the widow.
Used in: Children’s CHE/Spiritual/Bible Storying/Old Testament
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The LORD heard Elijah's cry, 
and the boy's life returned to him, and he lived.

(1 Kings 17:22)
