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JONAH 1: FLEEING FROM GOD
Based on:  Jonah 1:1-17
PREPARATION: Ahead of time, it is a good idea to read the story out loud. After reading the story, close your eyes and imagine you are looking at the story taking place as you practice retelling the story out loud to check your memory.  Then reread the story out loud to note where you made mistakes and try again.  Repeat this process until you can tell the story smoothly and accurately.  Stand and move around as you take the role of various speakers.  You may use your own words and cut down on the number of names, but stick exactly to the content of the Bible story. 
INTRODUCTION: Bible storying is a powerful way to present Biblical truths to both adults and children. 
STORY: 
· Tell the story of Jonah, from Jonah 1:1-17.
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime.
· Make a “ship” with the children as sailors and pretend to have a severe storm. 

· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION: Use some of these questions or add your own.
Observation questions:  (What happened?)
· Who was Jonah?

· What did God tell Jonah to do?

· Did Jonah want to go to Ninevah? (Ninevah was a city where his enemies lived.)
· Jonah didn’t want to obey God. What did he do instead?

· What did the sailors do when the big storm started?
· According to the sailors, who caused all the trouble?

· What did Jonah tell them to do to make the sea calm down?

· What happened when the sailors threw him into the sea?

· How did the Lord rescue Noah from the sea?
Understanding questions: (Why?)
· The people of Ninevah were Jonah’s enemies. What did Jonah want to happen to them?
· What might happen if he preached to them about their wickedness and they turned back to God?

· What does it mean to repent from your wickedness?

· Why did Jonah flee in the opposite direction, heading to Spain?
· Why did God send the storm?

· Why did the winds and the sea calm down after Jonah was thrown overboard?

· Did the Lord give up on Jonah? Or did he still have plans for him?
Application questions: (How does this relate to me?)
· Is it sometimes hard to obey God, or to obey your parents?

· Have you ever disobeyed God?
· Have you ever run away in another direction instead of obeying?
· How does God bring you back to himself?

Memory verse and coloring page:   You can use a memory verse games to learn this verse.

Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of Jonah.
· Use the picture book to tell the story of Jonah.
Used in: Children’s CHE/Spiritual/Bible Storying/Old Testament
JONAH
[image: image1.emf]
Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, 
and the raging sea grew calm. 

(Jonah 1:15)
