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MOSES 1: SLAVERY IN EGYPT
Based on: Exodus 2:1-14
PREPARATION: In preparation ahead of time, it is well to read the story out loud, so you can both see the words and hear them spoken.  After reading the story, close your eyes and imagine you are looking at the story taking place as you practice retelling the story out loud to check your memory.  Then reread the story out loud to note where you made mistakes and try again.  Repeat this process until you can tell the story smoothly and accurately. You may use your own words and cut down on the number of names, but stick exactly to the content of the Bible story. 
INTRODUCTION: Bible storying is a powerful way to present Biblical truths to both adults and children. This is the first in a series of lessons on Moses.
STORY: 
· Background: Joseph’s family moved to Egypt from Israel because there was a drought in their country. At first, they were treated well. But then a new king came to power.

· Tell the story of Slavery in Egypt, from Exodus 1:1-14.
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION: Use some of these questions or add your own.
Observation questions:  (What happened?)
· How many people from Joseph’s family came to Egypt?
· Describe the growth of their family.

· What did the new king think about them?

· What did the king do to try to control them?

· What happened when they were oppressed and given hard work to do?
Understanding questions: (Why?)
· Why were the Israelites in Egypt?
· Why was the new king afraid of them?

· Why did he give them hard work and make them slaves?

· The Israelites were being taken advantage of. They were oppressed. What were they thinking?

· Did God know about their problem?

Application questions: (How does this relate to me?)
· What is it like to live away from home, far from your country?

· Pretend that you are a slave in Egypt. What work would you have to do?
· It is normal to work around your house. But have you ever had to do hard work for another person without pay?
· Is there still slavery today? Where?

· Do you ever feel like God has forgotten you?

Memory verse and coloring page: Exodus 1:12-13. You can use a memory verse games to learn this.

Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of Slavery in Egypt.
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But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites and worked them ruthlessly. 

(Exodus 1:12-13)

