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MOSES 3: THE BURNING BUSH
Based on: Exodus 3:1-17 and 4:1-17
PREPARATION: In preparation ahead of time, it is well to read the story out loud, so you can both see the words and hear them spoken.  After reading the story, close your eyes and imagine you are looking at the story taking place as you practice retelling the story out loud to check your memory.  Then reread the story out loud to note where you made mistakes and try again.  Repeat this process until you can tell the story smoothly and accurately. You may use your own words and cut down on the number of names, but stick exactly to the content of the Bible story. 
INTRODUCTION: Bible storying is a powerful way to present Biblical truths to both adults and children. Tell this story after Moses is born.
STORY: 
· Background: Moses grew up among the Egyptians, and later with his wife’s family. But he was still concerned about the Israelites who lived in slavery.

· Tell the story of The burning bush from Exodus 3:1-17 and Exodus 4:1-17. Note: You can separate this into two stories and two lessons, if you wish.
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

PART ONE: THE BURNING BUSH

 Tell the story of Exodus 3:1-18.
Discussion
Observation questions:  (What happened?)
· What was Moses doing at the beginning of the story?
· What strange sight did he see?

· What did God tell him?

· What did he promise to do for his people?

Understanding questions: (Why?)
· Why did God appear to Moses from within a burning bush?
· The Israelites were suffering in Egypt. Was God concerned about his people?

· What was God’s promise to Moses?

· What are some special names for God?

· What does the name I AM WHO I AM mean? When was God born? Can anyone control God?

· What did God want Moses to do?

· Why was Moses afraid to do this?

· Would the elders and leaders of Israel listen to him?
Application questions: (How does this relate to me?)
· How does God appear to you today?
· How can you hear his voice?

· Has God ever asked you to do something that was hard or scary?
PART TWO. MOSES IS AFRAID. 
Tell the story, from Exodus 4:1-17
Discussion:
Observation questions:  (What happened?)

· What was Moses fearful of?
· What sign did God show him? What happened to his staff?

· What happened to his hand?

· What happened to the water from the Nile?

· Was Moses still afraid after these signs?

· Who would help Moses and speak for him?

· Who is Aaron?
Understanding questions: (Why?)

· What reasons or excuses did Moses give? Why didn’t he want to go?
· God showed Moses several signs. What is a sign?

· Why did God show Moses these signs?

· Why was the Lord angry with Moses?

· What would Aaron do for Moses?
Application questions: (How does this relate to me?)

· Have you ever been afraid to do something?
· Moses thought that he didn’t speak well, that he was slow to speak. Do you ever feel like that?

· Who would help Moses speak?

· Who can help you, when you are afraid or when things are difficult for you?

· Does God ever want you to speak up for him? Give an example.
Memory verse and coloring page: Exodus 3:14. You can use a memory verse games to learn this.

Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of The burning bush.
Used in: Children’s CHE/Spiritual/Bible Storying/Old Testament
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God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.'" 

(Exodus 3:14)

