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MOSES 4: THE TEN PLAGUES
Based on: Exodus 8:20-32
PREPARATION: In preparation ahead of time, it is well to read the story out loud, so you can both see the words and hear them spoken.  After reading the story, close your eyes and imagine you are looking at the story taking place as you practice retelling the story out loud to check your memory.  Then reread the story out loud to note where you made mistakes and try again.  Repeat this process until you can tell the story smoothly and accurately. You may use your own words, but stick exactly to the Bible story. 
INTRODUCTION: Bible storying is a powerful way to present Biblical truths to both adults and children. Tell this story after The burning bush.
STORY: 
· Would anyone like to tell the story of The burning bush?
· Background: Finally, Moses obeyed God. He went back to his people, the Israelites, and told them about his meeting with God. And he went to the Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, saying “Let my people go.” But Pharaoh refused, even when Moses showed him the miraculous sign. Finally, the Lord sent a series of plagues on the people of Israel. Here is the story of one of those plagues.

· Tell the story of the plague of flies, from Exodus 8:20-32.
· After the flies, God sent a whole series of plagues on the Egyptians, such as blood, frogs, gnats, flies, diseases of livestock, boils, hail, locusts, and darkness.. Each time, Pharaoh hardened his heart and refused to let them go.

· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION: Use some of these questions or add your own.
Observation questions:  (What happened?)
· What did Moses ask the Pharaoh for? What did he want to do?
· What would God do if Pharaoh would not let his people go?
· What happened?

· Did Pharaoh change his mind and let them go?
Understanding questions: (Why?)
· Why did Moses want to leave Egypt, along with the people of Israel?
· Why didn’t Pharaoh want to let them go?

· Why didn’t the swarms of flies bother the people of Israel?

· Why did the flies attack the Egyptians but not the Israelites?

· Was Pharaoh an honest man? Did he do what he said he would do?

· Pharaoh “hardened his heart” and would not let them go. What does it mean to “harden your heart”?

· Why do you think that God sent all those plagues?

Application questions: (How does this relate to me?)
· Are you ever hardhearted? Do you ever refuse to listen to your parents, or to God?

· Would God send plagues like these today?

· But what could happen to you if you refuse to obey your parents?

· What could happen to you if you refuse to obey God?
Memory verse and coloring page: Exodus 8:21. You can use a memory verse games to learn this.

Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of The ten plagues.
Used in: Children’s CHE/Spiritual/Bible Storying/Old Testament
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“If you do not let my people go, 
I will send swarms of flies on you and your officials, 
on your people and into your houses.”

(Exodus 8:21)

