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PETER 10: JESUS RESTORES PETER

Based on: John 21:1-17
PREPARATION: In preparation ahead of time, it is well to read the story out loud, so you can both see the words and hear them spoken.  After reading the story, close your eyes and imagine you are looking at the story taking place as you practice retelling the story out loud to check your memory.  Then reread the story out loud to note where you made mistakes and try again.  You may use your own words and cut down on the number of names, but stick exactly to the content of the Bible story. 
INTRODUCTION: Tell this story after Peter denies Jesus and The empty tomb.
STORY: 
· What happened last time, in the story of The empty tomb?
· Tell the story of Jesus restores Peter.
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION: Use some of these questions or add your own.
Observation questions:  (What happened?)
· What were Peter and the other disciples doing when Jesus saw them?
· Had they been able to catch any fish?

· What happened after Jesus told them to let down their nets on the right side of the boat?

· What did Peter do when he found out it was Jesus?

· What was Jesus doing on shore?

· What did Jesus ask Simon Peter?

· How many times did he repeat the question?

· What did he tell Peter to do?

Understanding questions: (Why?)
· How did the other disciple, John, recognize Jesus?

· They fished all night and did not catch any fish. Why could they catch so many fish now?
· How had Peter failed Jesus in the past? What happened just before Jesus’ crucifixion?

· What do you think that Peter felt like after he denied Jesus? Did he feel like a failure?

· Why did Jesus take time to talk with Peter now?

· Why did he ask Peter if he loved him? What was he showing to Peter?

· Did Jesus still love and accept Peter, even though Peter had denied him?

· What did Jesus mean by “Feed my sheep” and “Take care of my sheep”?

· Who are Jesus’ sheep? How would Peter feed them and care for them?

· Could Peter still serve Jesus, even though he had failed in the past?

Application questions: (How does this relate to me?)
· Peter denied Jesus. Have you ever pretended that you don’t know Jesus, or that you don’t follow Jesus?
· Peter failed Jesus. Have you ever let Jesus down?

· Does Jesus still love you, even when you have failed 

· Jesus told Peter to feed his sheep. How can you serve Jesus today?

Memory verse and coloring page: John 21:16. You can use a memory verse games to learn this.

Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of Jesus restores Peter.
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Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." 

(John 21:16)
