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ZACCHAEUS
Based on:  Luke 19:1-10
PREPARATION: In preparation ahead of time, it is well to read the story out loud, so you can both see the words and hear them spoken.  After reading the story, close your eyes and imagine you are looking at the story taking place as you practice retelling the story out loud to check your memory.  Then reread the story out loud to note where you made mistakes and try again.  Repeat this process until you can tell the story smoothly and accurately.  Stand and move around as you take the role of various speakers.  You may use your own words, but stick exactly to the content of the Bible story.
INTRODUCTION: Bible storying is a powerful way to present Biblical truths to both adults and children. 
STORY: 
· Tell the story of Zacchaeus from Luke 19:1-10.
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. “Zacchaeus” can climb a tree, or climb up on a stack of chairs.
· Does anyone want to retell the story? 
DISCUSSION: Use some of these questions or add your own.
Observation questions:  (What happened?)
· What was Zacchaeus’ job?
· What did Zacchaeus do when he heard that Jesus was coming that way?

· How did Zacchaeus respond when Jesus told him that he was going to stay with him?

· What did Zacchaeus do with his possessions?
Understanding questions: (Why?)
· Why did the people call Zacchaeus a sinner? (Hint: In those days, tax collectors often cheated people by collecting too much money.)
· Why did he climb the sycamore tree?

· What did Jesus know about Zacchaeus? Did he know that he was a tax collector and sinner?

· Why did Jesus want to stay with him?

· Why did Zacchaeus give half of his possessions to the poor?

· Why did he pay back four times what he had cheated?

· The Son of Man came to seek and save what was lost. Who is the Son of Man?

· Who is lost? Was Zacchaeus lost?

· How did salvation come to him?

Application questions: (How does this relate to me?)
· If Jesus came to your town, what would you do in order to see him?
· Zacchaeus took advantage of people by charging too many taxes. Have you ever taken advantage of or hurt someone else?

· Are you a sinner?

· When Jesus came to see him, Zacchaeus was saved. Do you know Jesus?

· Zacchaeus turned away from his sin and Jesus forgave him. Have your sins been forgiven?

· How can you invite Jesus to your home?
Memory verse and coloring page: Luke 19:10. You can use memory verse games to learn this verse.

Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of Zacchaeus.
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“For the Son of Man came to seek 
and to save what was lost." 

(Luke 19:10)
