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DAVID AND JONATHAN
BASED ON: 1 King 17:57 – 18:9; 19:1; 20:12-23, 35-42.
INTRODUCTION: Who is your best friend? How can you be a good friend? Listen to the story of David and Jonathan to find out.
STORY: Part 1
After David killed Goliath, he returned to the camp. Then Abner brought him to Saul. David was still carrying Goliath's head. 
"Young man, whose son are you?" Saul asked him. 
David said, "I'm the son of Jesse from Bethlehem." 
David finished talking with Saul. After that, Jonathan and David became close friends. Jonathan loved David just as he loved himself. From that time on, Saul kept David with him. He didn't let him return to his father's home. Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him just as he loved himself. Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David. He also gave him his military clothes. He even gave him his sword, his bow and his belt. 
David did everything Saul sent him to do. He did it so well that Saul gave him a high rank in the army. That pleased Saul's whole army, including his officers. 
After David had killed Goliath, the men of Israel returned home. The women came out of all of the towns of Israel to meet King Saul. They danced and sang joyful songs. They played lutes and tambourines. As they danced, they sang, "Saul has killed thousands of men. David has killed tens of thousands." 
That song made Saul very angry. It really upset him. He said to himself, "They are saying David has killed tens of thousands of men. But they are saying I've killed only thousands. The only thing left for him to get is the kingdom itself." From that time on, Saul became very jealous of David. So he watched him closely. 
Saul told his son Jonathan and all of the attendants to kill David. But Jonathan liked David very much. So Jonathan warned him, "My father Saul is looking for a chance to kill you. Be very careful.”

----SHOWD questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?

W = Why does this happen?

D = What will we Do about it?

DISCUSSION: (Use some of these questions, or add your own.)

· Would anyone like to retell the story of David and Jonathan?

· Describe the friendship between David and Jonathan.

· Who is your best friend? Describe your friendship.

· What did the women say about David and Saul?

· Why did Saul become jealous of David?

· Why did Jonathan tell David to be careful? What danger was there?

Part 2
Later Jonathan spoke to David. He said, "I promise you that I'll find out what my father is planning to do. I'll find out by this time the day after tomorrow. The LORD, the God of Israel, is my witness. Suppose my father feels kind toward you. Then I'll send you a message and let you know. But suppose he wants to harm you. And I don't let you know about it. I don't help you get away safely. Then may the LORD punish me greatly. May he be with you, just as he has been with my father. But always be kind to me, just as the LORD is. Be kind to me as long as I live. Then I won't be killed. And never stop being kind to my family. Don't stop even when the LORD has cut off every one of your enemies from the face of the earth." 
So Jonathan made a covenant with David and his family. He said, "May the LORD make David's enemies accountable for what they've done." Jonathan had David take an oath again because he loved him. In fact, Jonathan loved David just as he loved himself. 
Then Jonathan said to David, "Tomorrow is the time for the New Moon Feast. You will be missed, because your seat at the table will be empty. Go to the place where you hid when all of this trouble began. Go there the day after tomorrow, when evening is approaching. There's a stone out there called Ezel. Wait by it. "I'll shoot three arrows to one side of the stone. I'll pretend I'm practicing my shooting. Then I'll send a boy out there. I'll tell him, 'Go and find the arrows.' Suppose I say to him, 'The arrows are on this side of you. Bring them here.' Then come. That will mean you are safe. You won't be in any danger. And that's just as sure as the LORD is alive. But suppose I tell the boy, 'The arrows are far beyond you.' Then go. That will mean the LORD is sending you away. "And remember what we talked about. Remember that the LORD is a witness between you and me forever." 
The next morning Jonathan went out to the field to meet David. He took a young boy with him. He said to the boy, "Run and find the arrows I shoot." As the boy ran, Jonathan shot an arrow far beyond him. The boy came to the place where Jonathan's arrow had fallen. Then Jonathan shouted to him, "The arrow went far beyond you, didn't it?" He continued, "Hurry up! Run fast! Don't stop!" The boy picked up the arrow and returned to his master. The boy didn't know what was going on. 
Only Jonathan and David knew. Jonathan gave his weapons to the boy. He told him, "Go back to town. Take the weapons with you." 
After the boy had gone, David got up from the south side of the stone. He bowed down in front of Jonathan with his face to the ground. He did it three times. Then they kissed each other and cried. But David cried more than Jonathan did. Jonathan said to David, "Go in peace. In the name of the LORD we have taken an oath. We've promised to be friends. We've said, 'The LORD is a witness between you and me. He's a witness between your children and my children forever.'" Then David left, and Jonathan went back to the town. 

----SHOWD questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?

W = Why does this happen?

D = What will we Do about it?

DISCUSSION: (Use some of these questions, or add your own.)

· Would anyone like to retell the story of David and Jonathan?
· What is a covenant? What covenant did Jonathan make with David?

· What did Jonathan ask David to do?

· How can you be faithful to your friends?
· Why did Jonathan shoot arrows? What message was he sending to David?
· What did Jonathan want David to remember?

· Why did David and Jonathan kiss each other and cry?

· What oath had they taken? Who was their witness?

· Where did David and Jonathan go at the end of the story?

· Have you ever been separated from your friends or your family? What happened?
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story.

· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of David and Jonathan.
Used in: Children/ Spiritual/ Bible storying/ Children of the Bible
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