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CHILDREN OF THE BIBLE: DAVID IS CHOSEN TO BE KING
BASED ON: 1 Samuel 15:35 – 16:13
INTRODUCTION:

Saul, the king of Israel, disobeyed God so the Lord was angry with him and decided to choose a new king. He sent Samuel, who was a prophet or messenger of God, to choose the new king. But who should he choose? How do you choose a new king? Listen to this story to find out.
STORY:

Samuel was filled with sorrow because of Saul. And the LORD was very sorry he had made Saul king over Israel. 
The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you be filled with sorrow because of Saul? I have refused to have him as king over Israel. Fill your animal horn with olive oil and go on your way. I am sending you to Jesse in Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king." 
But Samuel said, "How can I go? Saul will hear about it. Then he'll kill me." 
The LORD said, "Take a young cow with you. Tell the elders of Bethlehem, 'I've come to offer a sacrifice to the LORD.' Invite Jesse to the sacrifice. Then I will show you what to do. You must anoint for me the one I point out to you." 
Samuel did what the LORD said. He arrived at Bethlehem. 
Samuel told the elders of the town, "I've come to offer a sacrifice to the LORD. Set yourselves apart to him and come to the sacrifice with me." Then he set Jesse and his sons apart to the LORD. He invited them to the sacrifice. 
When they arrived, Samuel saw Jesse’s oldest son. He thought, "This has to be the one the LORD wants me to anoint for him." 
But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider how handsome or tall he is. I have not chosen him. I do not look at the things people look at. Man looks at how someone appears on the outside. But I look at what is in the heart." 
Then Jesse called for another son. He had him walk in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, "The LORD hasn't chosen him either." 
Then Jesse had another son walk by. But Samuel said, "The LORD hasn't chosen him either." 
Jesse had seven of his sons walk in front of Samuel. But Samuel said to him, "The LORD hasn't chosen any of them." So he asked Jesse, "Are these the only sons you have?" 
"No," Jesse answered. "My youngest son is taking care of the sheep." 
Samuel said, "Send for him. We won't sit down to eat until he arrives." 
So Jesse sent for his son and had him brought in. His skin was tanned. He had a fine appearance and handsome features. 
Then the LORD said, "Get up and anoint him. He is the one." So Samuel got the animal horn that was filled with olive oil. He anointed David in front of his brothers. From that day on, the Spirit of the LORD came on David with power. 
----SHOWD questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?

W = Why does this happen?

D = What will we Do about it?

DISCUSSION: (Use some of these questions, or add your own.)

· Would anyone like to retell the story of how David is chosen to be king?
· Samuel was a prophet. What is a prophet? What do prophets do?

· Why was Samuel afraid of Saul?

· Jesse and David were from Bethlehem. Who else was born in Bethlehem, many years after this?

· In those days, people often sacrificed animals as a form of worship to the LORD. Why did Samuel want to invite Jesse and his sons to the sacrifice?
· Samuel looked at one of Jesse’s sons and thought he should be king. Why?

· But God has another way of thinking. What does God look at?

· Why wasn’t David with them? What was he doing?
· Describe David. Why did God choose him to be king?
· Samuel anointed David with oil from the horn. What did that mean? What was Samuel showing to David and his brothers?

· How else was David given power to be king?

· How does God choose people to serve him? 
· Does God always choose people who are rich or powerful or strong?

· Has God chosen you to serve him? Why?
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story.

· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of how David is chosen to be king.
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