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CHILDREN OF THE BIBLE: ELIJAH AND THE WIDOW’S SON (PART 2)
	Date: 05/07
	(1 – 1½ HOURS)


	OBJECTIVES:
	1.
	Participants will learn about God from the story of Elijah and the widow’s son.

	
	2.
	Participants will be able to tell the story of Elijah and the widow’s son (Part 2).


OVERVIEW FOR TRAINERS: This lesson is a Bible storying lesson for children, based on the story of Elijah and the widow’s son. This lesson is based on the second part of that story. This lesson could also be adapted and used with adults.
BIBLICAL BASE: 1 Kings 17:17-24
	METHOD
	
	TIME
	
	KNOWLEDGE

	I.
	Review of Elijah and the Widow’s Son (Part 1).
	
	10”
	
	I.
	Review

	
	A.
	Ask one child (or a group of children working together) to retell the story of Elijah and the widow’s son.
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Retelling of the story of Elijah and the widow’s son.

	
	B.
	Or review the story with them.
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Review the story

	
	C.
	Even though God provided food for them, Elijah and the widow and her son still faced problems. Listen to hear what happened.
	
	
	
	
	C.
	The problems of Elijah, the widow, and her son.

	Bible story: Tell the story of Elijah and the Widow’s Son (Part 2) from the handout. Tell the story; don’t read it.
	
	5”
	
	


	----SHO questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?
	
	
	
	

	II.
	Understanding the story
Discuss in large group.
	
	10”
	
	II.
	Understanding the Story          

	
	A.
	Why did the woman shout at Elijah? Why was she angry with him?
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Why was she angry?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 1.
	She had trusted Elijah and his God.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	She had thought that Elijah was God’s prophet.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	But now her son was dead.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	Elijah must have caused the death of her son.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	Did he want to remind her that she had sinned against God?

	
	B.
	Elijah also was puzzled about the death of her son. What did he say to God?
	
	
	
	
	B.
	What did Elijah say to God?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Why did you do such a terrible thing to this woman?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	She is letting me stay here.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	She is taking care of me.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	Why did you let her son die?

	
	C.
	When Elijah was upset with God, what did he do?
	
	
	
	
	C.
	What did Elijah do?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	He prayed to God.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He called out to God, “Why did you do this?”

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He stretched himself out over the boy three times.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	He prayed, “Lord God, bring this boy back to life!”

	
	D.
	What did God do in this story?
	
	
	
	
	D.
	What did God do?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	First, he provided for Elijah and the widow’s family by giving them flour and oil to make bread.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	Later, he allowed the boy to get sick and die.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He listened to Elijah’s prayers.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	He healed the boy and brought him back to life.

	
	E.
	Look back again at the woman and Elijah. At the beginning of the story, they were angry and upset. What had changed for them at the end of the story?
	
	
	
	
	E.
	Changes

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	The Lord answered Elijah’s prayer.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	Her son was alive!

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	They were both happy.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	Now the woman trusted Elijah again.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	Now she knew that he was God’s prophet.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	Now she knew that he speaks for the Lord.

	III.
	Divide into small groups. Draw pictures of three scenes from the story:
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	III.
	Draw Pictures
          

	
	A.
	The woman and her sick son
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	B.
	Elijah praying for the dead boy
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	C.
	Elijah carrying the healed boy back to his mother
	
	
	
	
	
	

	IV.
	Applying the story
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	IV.
	Applying the Story 

	
	A.
	Have you ever gone through a really hard time? Do you have any problems right now?
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Hard times or problems

	
	B.
	Have you ever been really angry with God?
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Angry with God

	
	C.
	What did you do when you were upset or when you were angry with God?
	
	
	
	
	C.
	What did you do?

	
	D.
	Look again at Elijah’s example. What can you do when you are upset or when you have a problem?
	
	
	
	
	D.
	What can you do when you are upset or when you have a problem?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	You can talk with your parents or with good friends.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	You can talk with God.

	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	You can pray or call out to God.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	You can be upset with God.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	You can ask God to help you with your problem.

	
	E.
	Is God able to help you when you have problems? How do you know?
	
	
	
	
	E.
	Is God able to help you? How do you know?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Yes! God can help us with our problems.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He helped Elijah and the widow when they were hungry.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He healed the boy when he died.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	God is powerful! He can work in our lives.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	But sometimes he lets us go through hard times.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	Not all of our problems are fixed right away.

	V.
	Telling the story
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	V.
	Telling the Story  

	
	A.
	Retell the story of Elijah and the Widow’s Son (Part 2).
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Retell the story

	
	B.
	Divide into small groups of two or three people. Tell each other the story of Elijah and the Widow’s Son (Part 2).
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Tell each other

	
	C.
	As a group, pray sentence prayers. “Father, thank you for helping me when…”
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Sentence prayers

	
	D.
	During the week, tell the story of Elijah and the Widow’s Son to your family and friends.
	
	
	
	
	D.
	Tell others


References:
Coloring pages available from http://www.coloring.ws/elijah.htm 
Contemporary English Version (CEV). 2005. American Bible Society. 
	ATTITUDE:
	

	SKILL:


	Participants will be able to tell others the story of Elijah and the Widow’s Son.

	EVALUATION:


	Facilitators will know the participants have learned the content of this lesson when they tell others the story of Elijah and the Widow’s Son.

	MATERIALS:


	· Newsprint

· Marking Pens

· Masking Tape

· Bible
· Elijah and the Widow’s Son (Part 2) handout
· Elijah and the Widow’s Son coloring page


This lesson is used in: Children’s CHE
Elijah and the Widow’s Son (Part 2)
Introduction: Retell or review the story of Elijah and the widow’s son.
Even though God provided food for them, Elijah and the widow and her son still faced problems. Listen to hear what happened.
Bible story: (Open the Bible.) Here is a story from God’s word, the Bible.

Part 2
Several days later, the son of the woman who owned the house got sick, and he kept getting worse, until finally he died. The woman shouted at Elijah, "What have I done to you? I thought you were God's prophet. Did you come here to cause the death of my son as a reminder that I've sinned against God?" 

"Bring me your son," Elijah said. Then he took the boy from her arms and carried him upstairs to the room where he was staying. Elijah laid the boy on his bed and prayed, "LORD God, why did you do such a terrible thing to this woman? She's letting me stay here, and now you've let her son die." Elijah stretched himself out over the boy three times, while praying, "LORD God, bring this boy back to life!" 

The LORD answered Elijah's prayer, and the boy started breathing again. Elijah picked him up and carried him downstairs. He gave the boy to his mother and said, "Look, your son is alive." 

"You are God's prophet!" the woman replied. "Now I know that you really do speak for the LORD." 

Based on: 1 Kings 17:17-24, adapted from the Contemporary English Version. 1995. American Bible Society.
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Elijah and the Widow’s Son
This lesson is part of an extensive series created by LifeWind International for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE). In CHE, facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. For information about CHE and how you can be trained as a facilitator, go to communityhealthevangelism.org, or contact LifeWind International. 

