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	(1 – 1½ HOURS)


	OBJECTIVES:
	1.
	Participants will hear about God’s care for people in need from the story of Elisha and the Shunammite’s son.

	
	2.
	Participants will be able to tell the story of Elisha and the Shunammite’s son.


OVERVIEW FOR TRAINERS: This lesson uses Bible storying to teach children (and adults) about God’s care for us, from the story of Elisha and the Shunammite’s son. This lesson may be divided over two weeks.
BIBLICAL BASE: 2 Kings 4:8-37
	METHOD
	
	TIME
	
	KNOWLEDGE

	I.
	Introduction
	
	5” 
	
	I.
	Introduction

	
	A.
	Has God ever answered your prayers and done something that seemed impossible to you?
	
	
	
	
	A.
	God answers prayers:

	
	B.
	Elisha was a prophet, or a messenger of God. In this story, listen to hear how a woman from Shunem took care of him.
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Elisha

	
	C.
	Listen also to hear how God answered her prayer.
	
	
	
	
	C.
	God answers prayer

	Bible story:  Tell the first part of the story of Elisha and the Shunammite’s son. Tell the story; don’t read it.
	
	5” 
	
	


	----SHO questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?
	
	
	
	

	II.
	Understanding the story
Work as a large group.
	
	15” 
	
	II.
	Understanding the Story          

	
	A.
	Act out the first part of the story of Elisha and the Shunammite’s son. You will need a narrator and people to play the part of Elisha, the woman from Shunem, her husband, and Elisha’s servant Gehazi. You will also need a baby or baby doll.
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Act out the first part of the story.


	
	B.
	What do we know about the woman from Shunem? (Use these questions or others to guide the discussion.)
	
	
	
	
	B.
	The woman

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	She was rich.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	She was from Shunem.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	A person from Shunem is called a Shunammite.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	She invited Elisha to eat with her.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	She and her husband had no children.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	She made a room for Elisha so he could stay with them.

	
	C.
	What could Elisha do for her?
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Elisha

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	At first she told Elisha that she didn’t need anything.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	But Elisha’s servant Gehazi knew that her husband was old and they did not have a son.

	
	D.
	What did Elisha promise her? How did she respond?
	
	
	
	
	D.
	Elisha’s promise

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Next year at this time you will be holding your baby son.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	She knew that he was a man of God, but she was afraid to believe him.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	She said, “Please don’t lie to me.”

	Bible story:  Tell the second part of the story of Elisha and the Shunammite’s son. Tell the story; don’t read it. 
	
	5” 
	
	

	----SHO questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?
	
	
	
	

	III.
	Understanding the story.
Work as a large group.
	
	15” 
	
	III.
	Understanding the Story            

	
	A.
	Act out the second part of Elisha and the Shunammite’s son. You will need a narrator and people to play the part of the boy, the father, the mother, her servant, a donkey, Elisha, and Gehazi.
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Act out the second part of the story.

	
	B.
	What happened to the boy? (Again, use these questions or others to guide the discussion.)
	
	
	
	
	B.
	The boy

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	He developed a bad headache when he was out in the fields.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He died in his mother’s lap.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	She carried him up to Elisha’s room and placed him on his bed.

	
	C.
	What did the woman do next?
	
	
	
	
	C.
	The woman

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	She told her husband she had to see Elisha.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	She did not tell him why.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	She and her servant left at once to find Elisha.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	But she did not tell Gehazi what the problem was. She told him that everything was fine.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	But Elisha could see that she was sad.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	He didn’t know why.

	
	D.
	What did she finally tell Elisha?
	
	
	
	
	D.
	She told Elisha: 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	When Elisha first told her that she would have a son, she was afraid to get her hopes up.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	She didn’t ask for a son.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	And now she had lost her son.

	
	E.
	Why couldn’t Gehazi heal the boy using Elisha’s walking stick?
	
	
	
	
	E.
	Why couldn’t Gehazi heal him?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	The walking stick was not a magic wand.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	Perhaps Gehazi did not have enough faith to heal the boy.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	Perhaps he did not pray for God to help him.

	
	F.
	What did Elisha do when he arrived at her house?
	
	
	
	
	F.
	Elisha

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	He walked in, shut the door, and prayed to God.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He stretched out over the boy’s body.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	The body became warm.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	The boy sneezed seven times and opened his eyes.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	Elisha gave the boy back to his mother.

	IV.
	Discussing the story.
Divide into small groups to discuss the story, using one of the questions below.
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	IV.
	Discussing the Story  

	
	A.
	Does God still answer prayers? When have you prayed to God?
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Does God answer prayers?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	God answered my prayers when …

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	God answered my prayers when …

	
	B.
	In this story, we saw how God took care of the Shunammite’s son. How has God taken care of you?
	
	
	
	
	B.
	How has God taken care of you?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	God took care of me when …

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	God took care of me when …

	
	C.
	Sometimes, God puts us in hard situations to see if we still trust in him. Have you ever trusted in God when everything looked impossible?
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Have you trusted in God when everything looked impossible?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	I trusted God to take care of me when …

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	I trusted God to take care of me when …


	V.
	Telling others
	
	15” 
	
	V.
	Telling Others    

	
	A.
	Give each person a copy of Elisha and the Shunammite’s Son comic book.
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Hand out the comic book.

	
	B.
	Divide into groups of two or three people. Using the comic book, see if you can tell each other the story.
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Tell the story to each other.

	
	C.
	If you want, you can color the pictures in the comic book.
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Color the pictures.

	
	D.
	During the week, use the comic book to tell your family, your friends, and your neighbors the story of Elisha and the Shunammite’s son.
	
	
	
	
	D.
	Tell your family, friends, and neighbors the story of Elisha and Shunammite’s son.


References:
ChristArt. 2007. Available from http://www.christart.com/christianbooks/read/154/1 
Contemporary English Version (CEV). 2005. American Bible Society. 
	ATTITUDE:


	

	SKILL:


	Participants will understand how God takes care of us from this story. They will be able to tell others the story of Elisha and the Shunammite’s Son.

	EVALUATION:


	Facilitators will know the participants have learned the content of this lesson when they tell others the story of Elisha and the Shunammite’s Son.

	MATERIALS:


	· Newsprint

· Marking Pens

· Masking Tape

· Bible
· Elisha and the Shunammite’s Son handout
· Elisha and the Shunammite’s Son comic book


This lesson is used in: Children’s CHE; Bible storying
Elisha and the Shunammite’s Son
Bible story: (Open the Bible.) Here is a story from God’s word, the Bible.
Part 1
Once, while Elisha the prophet was in the town of Shunem, he met a rich woman who invited him to her home for dinner. After that, whenever he was in Shunem, he would have a meal there with her and her husband. Some time later the woman said to her husband, "I'm sure the man who comes here so often is a prophet of God. Why don't we build him a small room on the flat roof of our house? We can put a bed, a table and chair, and an oil lamp in it. Then whenever he comes, he can stay with us." 

The next time Elisha was in Shunem, he stopped at their house and went up to his room to rest. He said to his servant Gehazi, "This woman has been very helpful. Have her come up here to the roof for a moment." She came, and Elisha told Gehazi to say to her, "You've gone to a lot of trouble for us, and we want to help you. Is there something we can request the king or army commander to do?" The woman answered, "With my relatives nearby, I have everything I need." 

"Then what can we do for her?" Elisha asked Gehazi. Gehazi replied, "I do know that her husband is old, and that she doesn't have a son." "Ask her to come here again," Elisha told his servant. He called for her, and she came and stood in the doorway of Elisha's room. Elisha said to her, "Next year at this time, you'll be holding your own baby son in your arms." "You're a man of God," the woman replied. "Please don't lie to me." 

But a few months later, the woman got pregnant. She gave birth to a son, just as Elisha had promised. 

Part 2
One day while the boy was still young, he was out in the fields with his father, where the workers were harvesting the crops. Suddenly he shouted, "My head hurts. It hurts a lot!" "Carry him back to his mother," the father said to his servant. The servant picked up the boy and carried him to his mother. The boy lay on her lap all morning, and by noon he was dead. She carried him upstairs to Elisha's room and laid him across the bed. Then she walked out and shut the door behind her. 

The woman called to her husband, "I need to see the prophet. Let me use one of the donkeys. Send a servant along with me, and let me leave now, so I can get back quickly." "Why do you need to see him today?" her husband asked. "That's all right," she answered. She saddled the donkey and said to her servant, "Let's go. And don't slow down unless I tell you to." She left at once for Mount Carmel to talk with Elisha. 

When Elisha saw her coming, he said, "Gehazi, look! It's the woman from Shunem. Run and meet her. And ask her if everything is all right with her and her family." "Everything is fine," she answered Gehazi. 

But as soon as she got to the top of the mountain, she went over and grabbed Elisha by the feet. Gehazi started toward her to push her away, when Elisha said, "Leave her alone! Don't you see how sad she is? But the LORD hasn't told me why." The woman said, "Sir, I begged you not to get my hopes up, and I didn't even ask you for a son." 

"Gehazi, get ready and go to her house," Elisha said. "Take along my walking stick, and when you get there, lay it on the boy's face. Don't stop to talk to anyone, even if they try to talk to you." But the boy's mother said to Elisha, "I swear by the living LORD and by your own life that I won't leave without you." So Elisha got up and went with them. 

Gehazi ran on ahead and laid Elisha's walking stick on the boy's face, but the boy didn't move or make a sound. Gehazi ran back to Elisha and said, "The boy didn't wake up." 

Elisha arrived at the woman's house and went straight to his room, where he saw the boy's body on his bed. He walked in, shut the door, and prayed to the LORD. Then he got on the bed and stretched out over the dead body, with his mouth on the boy's mouth, his eyes on his eyes, and his hand on his hands. As he lay there, the boy's body became warm. Elisha got up and walked back and forth in the room, and then he went back and leaned over the boy's body. The boy sneezed seven times and opened his eyes. Elisha called out to Gehazi, "Have the boy's mother come here." Gehazi did, and when she was at the door, Elisha said, "You can take your son." She came in and bowed down at Elisha's feet. Then she picked up her son and left. 

Based on 2 Kings 4:8-37, adapted from the Contemporary English Version. 1995. American Bible Society.

This lesson is part of an extensive series created by LifeWind International for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE). In CHE, facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. For information about CHE and how you can be trained as a facilitator, go to communityhealthevangelism.org, or contact LifeWind International. 

