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CHILDREN OF THE BIBLE: ISAAC’S BIRTH (ISAAC 1)
	Date: 05/07
	(1 – 1½ HOURS)


	OBJECTIVES:
	1.
	Participants will know the story of Isaac’s birth, and will be able to tell others the story.

	
	2.
	Participants will know that, like Isaac, they are special children.


OVERVIEW FOR TRAINERS: This lesson uses Bible storying to teach children the story of Isaac’s birth. This is the first of two stories based on Isaac.
BIBLICAL BASE: Genesis 17:1-9, 17; Genesis 18:1-14; and Genesis 21:1-7
	METHOD
	
	TIME
	
	KNOWLEDGE

	I.
	Introduction
	
	5”
	
	I.
	Introduction

	
	A.
	Have any of you seen a newborn baby? Tell us about it.
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Newborn

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	He was tiny!

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	She didn’t have any clothes on.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He was crying.

	
	B.
	How did the parents feel when their new baby was born?
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Parents

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	They were very happy.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	They were excited.

	
	C.
	Some couples really want a baby, but have no children. Listen to this story about Abraham and Sarah.
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Childless couples

	Bible story: Tell the story of Isaac’s Birth from the handout. Tell the story; don’t read it.
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	----SHO questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?
	
	
	
	

	II.
	Acting out the story
Have one person take the part of Abraham, Sarah, or God. Work with the help of the others. What do they think or say at the beginning of the story? Act it out, using your own words.
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	II.
	Acting out the story  

	
	A.
	God
	
	
	
	
	A.
	God

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	I am God Most-Powerful

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	I am very powerful. I can do anything.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	I will keep my promise to you.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	You will have many descendants (or children and grandchildren and great-grandchildren).

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	Some of them will be kings.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	You will be the father of many nations.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7. 
	I am your God and their God.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	8. 
	I will also give you this land.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	9. 
	But you must obey me.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	10. 
	Your whole family must obey me.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	11. 
	There is nothing too difficult for me.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	12. 
	At this time next year, Sarah will have a child.

	
	B.
	Abraham
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Abraham

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	God is promising that we will have children!

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	But how can I become the father of many nations?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	Sarah and I have no children.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	I am nearly one hundred years old.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	How can I become a father?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	My wife Sarah is very old. How can she have a child?

	
	C.
	Sarah
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Sarah

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	(She laughs.)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	I would love to have a child!

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	But we are too old.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	I am worn out, and my husband is too old.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	That is impossible! We can’t have children.

	
	D.
	How did the story end? What did Abraham and Sarah think at the end of the story?
	
	
	
	
	D.
	End of the story

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Look! We have a new son.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	His name is Isaac.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He was born exactly when God said he would be born.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	God kept his promise.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	God has made me laugh.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	Now everyone will laugh with me.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7. 
	In my old age, I have given Abraham a son.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	8. 
	We are so happy!

	III.
	Understanding the story
Discuss in large group. Clarify any information that they do not know.
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	III.
	Understanding the Story           

	
	A.
	God promised that Abraham would have many descendants. What are “descendants”? 
	
	
	
	
	A.
	What are descendants?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Your descendants are your children, and their children, and their children, and their children, and so on.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	Your descendants are your children and grandchildren and great-grandchildren, and so on.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	Descendants are future members of your family.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	God promised that Abraham would have too many descendants to count.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	They would be like the stars in the sky.

	
	B.
	What does the name Abraham mean? How does that name fit him?
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Abraham

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Abraham means “father of nations.”

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He would have many descendants.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	Nations would arise from his children and grandchildren.

	
	C.
	What does the name Isaac mean?
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Isaac

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Isaac means “laughter”. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	At first, Abraham and Sarah laughed because they could not believe they would have a child.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	But God gave them a son, Isaac.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	God made them laugh.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	Now everyone would laugh with them.

	IV.
	Applying the story. Divide into three groups. Each group will answer one question.
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	IV.
	Applying the Story 

	
	A.
	What does this story show us about God?
	
	
	
	
	A.
	What does this story show us about God?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	He is All-Powerful.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He can do anything. Nothing is impossible for him.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He cared about Abraham and Sarah.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	He gave them a child.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	He knew that they were laughing and that they didn’t believe him.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	He keeps his word.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7. 
	He keeps his promises.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	8. 
	He cares about us.

	
	B.
	Why was Isaac’s birth a special event?
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Isaac

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Abraham and Sarah really wanted a child.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	God had promised that they would have many descendants.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	They had waited many years, and were childless.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	At last, God gave them a child.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	He was a gift from God.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	His birth was a miracle.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7. 
	He made them very happy.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	8. 
	He made them laugh.



	
	C.
	In what ways are you special?
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Special

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Every child is special.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	God made you, just like he made Isaac.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	No two children are alike.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	No one else has your fingerprints or a voice exactly like yours.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	You also have many special abilities and interests.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	Your parents waited many months for you to be born.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7. 
	Many people love you.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	8. 
	God loves you very much.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	9. 
	You are a special child.

	V.
	Telling the story
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	V.
	Telling the Story 

	
	A.
	Retell the story of Isaac’s birth
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Retell the story.

	
	B.
	Divide into groups of two or three people. Tell each other the story of Isaac’s birth.
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Tell each other.

	
	C.
	During the week, tell your family and friends the story of Isaac’s birth.
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Tell others.

	
	D
	Bring back a baby picture of yourself. Or draw a picture of yourself as a baby. 
	
	
	
	
	D.
	Baby picture


References:

Contemporary English Version (CEV). 2005. American Bible Society. 
Calvary Chapel, The Curriculum, Available from http://children.calvarychapel.com/site/curriculum_n.htm 
	ATTITUDE:


	

	SKILL:


	Participants will be able to tell the story of Isaac’s birth.

	EVALUATION:


	Facilitators will know the participants have learned the content of this lesson when they can tell the story of Isaac’s birth.

	MATERIALS:


	· Newsprint

· Marking Pens

· Masking Tape

· Bible
· Isaac’s Birth handout
· Sarah and Isaac coloring pages


This lesson is used in: Children’s CHE
Isaac’s Birth
Introduction: Abram was very rich and he was an important man. But he and his wife Sarah had a problem. After many years of waiting, they still had no children.
Bible story: (Open the Bible.) Here is a story from God’s word, the Bible.

Abram was ninety-nine years old when the LORD appeared to him again and said, "I am God All-Powerful. If you obey me and always do right, I will keep my solemn promise to you and give you more descendants than can be counted." Abram bowed with his face to the ground, and God said: “I promise that you will be the father of many nations. That's why I now change your name from Abram to Abraham. I will give you a lot of descendants, and in the future they will become great nations. Some of them will even be kings. I will always keep the promise I have made to you and your descendants, because I am your God and their God. I will give you and them the land in which you are now a foreigner. I will give the whole land of Canaan to your family forever, and I will be their God. Abraham, you and all future members of your family must promise to obey me.” 
“Abraham, your wife's name will now be Sarah. I will bless her, and you will have a son by her. She will become the mother of nations, and some of her descendants will even be kings.”

 Abraham bowed with his face to the ground and thought, "I am almost a hundred years old. How can I become a father? And Sarah is ninety. How can she have a child?" So he started laughing. 

One hot summer afternoon Abraham was sitting by the entrance to his tent when the LORD appeared to him. He said, "I'll come back about this time next year, and when I do, Sarah will already have a son." 
Sarah was behind Abraham, listening at the entrance to the tent. Abraham and Sarah were very old, and Sarah was well past the age for having children. So she laughed and said to herself, "Now that I am worn out and my husband is old, will I really know such happiness?" 
The LORD asked Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh? Does she doubt that she can have a child in her old age? I am the LORD! There is nothing too difficult for me. I'll come back next year at the time I promised, and Sarah will already have a son." 

The LORD was good to Sarah and kept his promise. Although Abraham was very old, Sarah had a son exactly at the time God had said. Abraham named his son Isaac. Abraham was a hundred years old when Isaac was born and Sarah said, "God has made me laugh. Now everyone will laugh with me. Who would have dared to tell Abraham that someday I would have a child? But in his old age, I have given him a son." 

Based on Genesis 17:1-9, 17; Genesis 18:1-14; and Genesis 21:1-7, adapted from the Contemporary English Version. 1995. American Bible Society.
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Source: Calvary Chapel, The Curriculum
This lesson is part of an extensive series created by LifeWind International for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE). In CHE, facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. For information about CHE and how you can be trained as a facilitator, go to communityhealthevangelism.org, or contact LifeWind International. 

