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CHILDREN OF THE BIBLE: ISHMAEL

	Date: 05/07
	(1 – 1½  HOURS)


	OBJECTIVES:
	1.
	Participants will know the story of Ishmael.

	
	2.
	Participants will be able to tell others the story of Ishmael.


OVERVIEW FOR TRAINERS: This is a Bible storying lesson for children, based on the life of Ishmael. The lesson can also be modified to be used with youth or adults.
BIBLICAL BASE: Genesis 21:9-20
	METHOD
	
	TIME
	
	KNOWLEDGE

	Bible story: Read the introduction and tell the story of Ishmael from the handout. Tell the story; don’t read it. When you are finished, close the Bible.
	
	5”
	
	


	----SHO questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?
	
	
	
	

	I.
	Act out the story of Ishmael, with people taking the parts of Sarah, Abraham, Hagar, Ishmael, and God.
	
	10”
	
	I.
	The Story of Ishmael

	II.
	Understanding the story
Discuss in large group. Ask the questions, or let them tell the story spontaneously.
	
	15”
	
	II.
	Understanding the Story          

	
	A.
	Why was Sarah upset with Hagar? What did she want to do?
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Sarah and Hagar

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	She did not want Ishmael to inherit anything.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	She wanted her son to get everything.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	She wanted to send Hagar and Ishmael away.

	
	B.
	How did Abraham feel about this?
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Abraham

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Abraham was worried about his son Ishmael.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	Abraham wanted to take care of Ishmael.

	
	C.
	How did God respond to Abraham?
	
	
	
	
	C.
	God’s response

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	He told Abraham not to worry.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He told Abraham to follow Sarah’s instructions.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He reminded Abraham that Ishmael was also his son.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	He told Abraham that Ishmael would become the father of a great nation.

	
	D.
	What happened to Hagar and Ishmael?
	
	
	
	
	D.
	Hagar and Ishmael


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Abraham gave Hagar water and bread.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He sent them into the desert.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	They ran out of water and were thirsty.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	Hagar put her son under a bush to die.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	Both Hagar and Ishmael cried.

	
	E.
	How did God take care of them?
	
	
	
	
	E.
	God’s care for them

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	He heard the boy crying.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He told Hagar to help him up, and promised her that Ishmael would become the father of a great nation.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He showed her a well to drink from.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	She gave her son water.

	
	F.
	What happened to Ishmael?
	
	
	
	
	F.
	What happened to Ishmael?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	He became an expert with his bow and arrow.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He became the father of twelve sons.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He became the father of a great nation.

	III.
	Divide into small groups. Each group will use a large sheet of paper to draw two pictures: one of Hagar and Ishmael in the desert, and another of Ishmael as an adult.
	
	15”
	
	III.
	Drawing two Pictures

	IV.
	Conclusions
	
	30”
	
	IV.
	Conclusions   

	
	A.
	In this story, we saw how God took care of Ishmael. How does God take care of you?
	
	
	
	
	A.
	How does God take care of you?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	He gives me food and water every day.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He gives me a family.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He gives me a home.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	He keeps me healthy.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	He gives me friends.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	He provides for me.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7. 
	He helps me when I have problems.

	
	B.
	Tell the story of Ishmael again. Ask the children to listen carefully so they also can tell the story.
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Tell the story.

	
	C.
	Divide into small groups of two or three people. Practice telling the story of Ishmael to each other.
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Practice telling the story.

	
	D.
	During the week, tell your family and friends the story of Ishmael.
	
	
	
	
	D.
	Tell your family and friends the story of Ishmael.


References:

Calvary Chapel, The Curriculum, Available from http://children.calvarychapel.com/site/curriculum.htm 
Contemporary English Version (CEV). 2005. American Bible Society. 
	ATTITUDE:


	

	SKILL:


	Participants will be able to tell the story of Ishmael.

	EVALUATION:


	Facilitators will know the participants have learned the content of this lesson when they can tell the story of Ishmael.

	MATERIALS:


	· Newsprint

· Marking Pens

· Masking Tape

· Bible
· Ishmael handout
· God Watches Out for Hagar coloring page


This lesson is used in: Children’s CHE
Ishmael

Introduction: 

Abraham was an important man. But Abraham and his wife Sarah had no children for many years, despite God’s promise that they would have a son. So Abraham had a son, Ishmael, by Sarah’s maid, Hagar. Several years later, Abraham and Sarah finally had a son, named Isaac.

Listen carefully to hear what happened to Abraham’s son, Ishmael.

Bible story: (Open the Bible. Tell the story; don’t read it.) Here is a story from God’s word, the Bible.

One day, Sarah noticed Hagar's son Ishmael playing, and she said to Abraham, "Get rid of that Egyptian maid and her son! I don't want him to inherit anything. It should all go to my son." 

Abraham was worried about Ishmael. But God said, "Abraham, don't worry about your maid and the boy. Just do what Sarah tells you. Isaac will inherit your family name, but the son of the maid is also your son, and I will make his descendants into a great nation." 

Early the next morning Abraham gave Hagar an animal skin full of water and some bread. Then he put the boy on her shoulder and sent them away. 

They wandered around in the desert near Beersheba, and after they had run out of water, Hagar put her son under a bush. Then she sat down a long way off, because she could not bear to watch him die. And she cried bitterly. 

When God heard the boy crying, the angel of God called out to Hagar from heaven and said, "Hagar, why are you worried? Don't be afraid. I have heard your son crying. Help him up and hold his hand, because I will make him the father of a great nation." Then God let her see a well. So she went to the well and filled the skin with water, then gave some to her son. God blessed Ishmael, and as the boy grew older, he became an expert with his bow and arrows.” (Close the Bible.)

Conclusion: When he grew up, Ishmael became had twelve sons and he became the father of a great nation.

Based on Genesis 21:9-20, adapted from the Contemporary English Version. 1995. American Bible Society.
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This lesson is part of an extensive series created by LifeWind International for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE). In CHE, facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. For information about CHE and how you can be trained as a facilitator, go to communityhealthevangelism.org, or contact LifeWind International. 

