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LIFE OF JESUS: JESUS AS A CHILD

BASED ON: Luke 2:40-52
INTRODUCTION: 
What was Jesus like as a child? Listen to this story to find out.
STORY:

The child Jesus grew. He became strong and wise, and God blessed him. 

Every year Jesus' parents went to Jerusalem for Passover. And when Jesus was twelve years old, they all went there as usual for the celebration. After Passover his parents left, but they did not know that Jesus had stayed on in the city. They thought he was traveling with some other people, and they went a whole day before they started looking for him. 

When they could not find him with their relatives and friends, they went back to Jerusalem and started looking for him there. Three days later they found Jesus sitting in the temple, listening to the teachers and asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was surprised at how much he knew and at the answers he gave. When his parents found him, they were amazed. His mother said, "Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been very worried, and we have been searching for you!" 

Jesus answered, "Why did you have to look for me? Didn't you know that I would be in my Father's house?" But they did not understand what he meant. 

Jesus went back to Nazareth with his parents and obeyed them. His mother kept on thinking about all that had happened. Jesus became wise, and he grew strong. God was pleased with him and so were the people. 

----SHOWD questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?

W = Why does this happen?

D = What will we Do about it?

DISCUSSION: (Use some of these questions, or add your own.)

· Would anyone like to retell the story of Jesus as a child?
· What is the Passover? Think back to the story of how the Lord rescued the Israelites from Egypt.

· Why did Jesus stay in Jerusalem after his parents left to go home?

· How did Mary and Joseph react when they discovered that he was missing?

· What did Jesus do in the temple? What was surprising about this?
· How did Jesus explain his staying behind to his parents?

· What did he mean by saying that he was in “his Father’s house”? Who is Jesus’ father?

· Describe Jesus’ life in Nazareth with his parents. 

· What does it mean for children to obey their parents? How does this work out in your home?
· In what ways did Jesus grow over time?
· In what ways would you like your children to grow?

· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story.

· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of Jesus as a child. 
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