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	OBJECTIVES:
	1.
	Participants will learn the story of Naaman and the servant girl.

	
	2.
	Participants will be able to tell others the story.


OVERVIEW FOR TRAINERS: This is a Bible storying lesson for children, based on the story of Naaman and the servant girl. A similar lesson for adults is found in Moral Values: Pride.
BIBLICAL BASE: 2 Kings 5:1-15
	METHOD
	
	TIME
	
	KNOWLEDGE

	Bible story: Tell the story of Naaman and the Servant Girl from the handout. 

	
	
	
	


	----SHO questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?
	
	
	
	

	I.
	Work in small groups to answer the question: “How was the servant girl different from Naaman?” You can draw a picture of each one, or show this through a drama or song. You do not have to make a list.
	
	
	
	I.
	Naaman and the Servant Girl           

	
	
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Naaman

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	He was commander of the Syrian army.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He was a brave and respected soldier.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He had leprosy.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	He was rich.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	He had horses and chariots.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	He thought that Syria was better than Israel.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7. 
	He was proud.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	8. 
	After he was healed, he came to believe in the God of Israel.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	B.
	The servant girl

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	She was captured as a young girl in Israel.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	She became a servant of Naaman’s wife.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	She trusted in the God of Israel. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	She had heard of a prophet in Samaria who could heal illnesses.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	She was probably poor and had few possessions.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	She was healthy.


	II.
	Understanding the story Here are some questions you can ask the group. You can use some, all, or none of these questions.
	
	
	
	II.
	Understanding the Story         

	
	A.
	Naaman was from Syria, and the girl was from Israel. 

Where were Israel and Syria?
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Israel and Syria

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Syria was a country just north of Israel in the Middle East.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	Syria was often at war with Israel.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	The Syrian troops captured this girl during a raid on Israel.

	
	B.
	What is leprosy?
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Leprosy

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Leprosy is disease of the skin and nerves. It often makes white spots on the skin.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	It was hard to cure.

	
	C.
	Naaman heard that a man from Israel could heal his leprosy. What did he bring along to offer the king of Israel? 
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Convincing the king

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	He brought a letter from the King of Syria.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He had 750 pounds of silver and 150 pounds of gold.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He also had ten new outfits.

	
	D.
	How did the king respond? Why did he tear his clothes?
	
	
	
	
	D.
	The king’s response

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	He was alarmed.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He knew he couldn’t heal anyone. He was not God.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He thought that the Syrian commander came to pick a fight.

	
	E.
	But Elisha the prophet was not scared. What did he say? Why did he say that?
	
	
	
	
	E.
	Elisha’s invitation

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Send the man to me.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He wanted to show that he is God’s prophet.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	God could heal Naaman of his leprosy.

	
	F.
	Why was Naaman angry when he heard Elisha’s instructions?
	
	
	
	
	F.
	Why was Naaman angry?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Elisha had not even gone out to see him!

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He only sent a messenger.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He should have prayed and waved his hand over his skin to cure him.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	His instructions seemed ridiculous.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	Why should he wash seven times in the Jordan River?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	They had better rivers in Syria!

	
	G.
	How did his servants convince Naaman to obey Elisha?
	
	
	
	
	G.
	Convincing Elisha

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Naaman was ready to do something hard in order to cure his leprosy.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	So he should be ready to do something easy.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He should go and wash seven times in the Jordan river, just as Elisha said.

	
	H.
	Why did he have to wash seven times?
	
	
	
	
	H.
	Why wash seven times?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Perhaps that was a test of his faith.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He would not be cured the first time.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He had to be patient and wait for God to work.

	
	I.
	What happened to Elisha?
	
	
	
	
	I.
	What happened?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Naaman obeyed Elisha’s instructions and was cured.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	His skin became as smooth as a child.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He began to believe in God.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	He went back to Elisha to tell him, “Now I know that the God of Israel is the God of the whole world.”

	III.
	Thinking it through
	
	
	
	III.
	Thinking it Through   

	
	A.
	What part did the servant girl play in Naaman’s cure?
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Role of the servant girl

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	She believed in the God of Israel.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	She knew that there was a prophet who could cure diseases.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	She was bold and told Naaman’s wife about him.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	She may have helped convince Naaman to wash in the Jordan River.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	She was just a servant girl, but God worked through her to help Naaman get cured.

	
	B.
	How can God work through your life to influence other people? 
	
	
	
	
	B.
	God’s work through children

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	If God can work though a servant girl, he can also use your life to impact others.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	You can tell others about these stories from the Bible.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	You can tell them about your belief in God.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	You can tell them what God has done in your life.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	You can help them in practical ways.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	You can be willing to help when there is a problem or a need.


	IV.
	Pass it on.
	
	
	
	IV.
	Pass it On

	
	A.
	If you want God to work through you, you should pass on to others what you have learned.
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Pass on to others.

	
	B.
	Retell the story of Naaman and the servant girl.
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Retell the story.

	
	C.
	Divide into groups of two to three people. Tell each other the story of Naaman and the servant girl.
	
	
	
	
	C. 
	Tell the story in groups of two or three.

	
	D.
	During the week, tell this story to your friends, family, and neighbors.
	
	
	
	
	D.
	Tell the story to others.


References:

Contemporary English Version (CEV). 2005. American Bible Society. 
	ATTITUDE:


	

	SKILL:


	Participants will be able to tell others the story of Naaman and the servant girl.

	EVALUATION:


	Facilitators will know the participants have learned the content of this lesson when they tell others this story.

	MATERIALS:


	· Newsprint

· Masking Tape

· Bible
· Crayons or marking pens

· Naaman and the Servant Girl handout


This lesson is used in: Children’s CHE.
Naaman and the Servant Girl
Introduction: Listen carefully to this story. How would you describe the servant girl? How is she different from Naaman?
Bible story: (Open the Bible.) Here is a story from God’s word, the Bible.

Naaman was the commander of the Syrian army. The LORD had helped him and his troops defeat their enemies, so the king of Syria respected Naaman very much. Naaman was a brave soldier, but he had leprosy. 

One day while the Syrian troops were raiding Israel, they captured a little girl, and she became a servant of Naaman's wife. Some time later the girl said, "If your husband Naaman would go to the prophet in Samaria, he would be cured of his leprosy." 

When Naaman told the king what the girl had said, the king replied, "Go ahead! I will give you a letter to take to the king of Israel." Naaman left and took along seven hundred fifty pounds of silver, one hundred fifty pounds of gold, and ten new outfits. He also carried the letter to the king of Israel. It said, "I am sending my servant Naaman to you. Would you cure him of his leprosy?" 

When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes in fear and shouted, "That Syrian king believes I can cure this man of leprosy! Does he think I'm God with power over life and death? He must be trying to pick a fight with me." As soon as Elisha the prophet heard what had happened, he sent the Israelite king this message: "Why are you so afraid? Send the man to me, so that he will know there is a prophet in Israel." 

Naaman left with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha's house. Elisha sent someone outside to say to him, "Go wash seven times in the Jordan River. Then you'll be completely cured." 

But Naaman stormed off, grumbling, "Why couldn't he come out and talk to me? I thought for sure he would stand in front of me and pray to the LORD his God, then wave his hand over my skin and cure me. What about our rivers in Damascus? Those rivers in Damascus are just as good as any river in Israel. I could have washed in them and been cured." 

His servants went over to him and said, "Sir, if the prophet had told you to do something difficult, you would have done it. So why don't you do what he said? Go wash and be cured." Naaman walked down to the Jordan; he waded out into the water and stooped down in it seven times, just as Elisha had told him. Right away, he was cured, and his skin became as smooth as a child's. 

Naaman and his officials went back to Elisha. Naaman stood in front of him and announced, "Now I know that the God of Israel is the only God in the whole world.”

Based on 2 Kings 5:1-15, adapted from the Contemporary English Version. 1995. American Bible Society.

This lesson is part of an extensive series created by LifeWind International for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE). In CHE, facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. For information about CHE and how you can be trained as a facilitator, go to communityhealthevangelism.org, or contact LifeWind International. 

