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CHILDREN OF THE BIBLE: SAMUEL SERVES GOD
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1                                                                                                                          Created by LifeWind International
CHILDREN OF THE BIBLE: SAMUEL SERVES GOD (SAMUEL 2)
	Date: 06/07 (teaching booklet added)
	(1 – 1½ HOURS)


	OBJECTIVES:
	1.
	Participants will be able to tell the story of Samuel Serves God.

	
	2.
	Participants will learn that even a small child can serve God.


OVERVIEW FOR TRAINERS: This lesson uses storying to teach children the story of Samuel Serves God. This is the second storying lesson for children based on the life of Samuel.
BIBLICAL BASE: 1 Samuel 2:18-19 and 3:1-21
	METHOD
	
	TIME
	
	KNOWLEDGE

	I.
	Review of Samuel’s birth
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	I.
	Review of Samuel’s Birth

	
	A.
	Last time you learned the story of Samuel’s Birth. How many of you told that story to other people? Who did you talk with?
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Telling others: I talked with:

	
	B.
	Would one of you like to tell us the story of Samuel’s Birth? (If no one volunteers, retell or review the story yourself)
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Retelling the story

	
	C.
	What happened to Samuel after that? Here is a another story about his life.
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Another story of Samuel

	Bible story: Tell the story of Samuel Serves God from the handout. Tell the story; don’t read it.
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	----SHO questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?
	
	
	
	

	II.
	Do a puppet show of Samuel Serves God. (Make puppets from socks and improvise a stage.) If you do not have puppets, then act out the story. You will need children to take the parts of Samuel and Eli, plus a narrator.
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	II.
	Puppet Show          

	III.
	Understanding the story.
Work with the children to make the story clear. You can choose from these questions or use your own.
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	III.
	Understanding the Story           

	
	A.
	How did the Lord call Samuel?
	
	
	
	
	A.
	God’s call

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Samuel was serving God with Eli at the temple.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He was sleeping when God called him.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	Samuel responded, “Here am I.”

	
	B.
	What did Samuel think when the Lord called him? What did he do?
	
	
	
	
	B.
	What did Samuel think?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	He thought that Eli was calling him.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He ran to Eli.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	Eli sent him back to sleep.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	This happened three times.

	
	C.
	What did Eli do?
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Eli

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	At first, Eli did not understand that God was calling Samuel.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He sent Samuel back to sleep.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	The third time that Samuel came to him, Eli figured out that God was calling Samuel.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	He told Samuel to respond to God, saying, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.'

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	In the morning, he asked Samuel to give him God’s message.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	He told Samuel to tell him the truth and not hide anything from him.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7. 
	When he heard Samuel’s bad news, he said  "It is the LORD; let Him do what seems good to Him."

	
	D.
	What is a prophet? 
	
	
	
	
	D.
	Prophet

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	A prophet is a messenger of God.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	A prophet gives God’s message to the people.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He does not hide or hold back any of God’s words.

	
	E.
	Was Samuel a prophet? Why or why not?
	
	
	
	
	E.
	Samuel.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Samuel was a prophet.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	God gave him a message for Eli.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	God told him that he would judge Eli and his family.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	Later on, the Lord gave him other messages.

	IV.
	Divide into small groups. Discuss one of the following questions. Report back.
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	IV.
	Application Questions

	
	A.
	Have you ever had to tell someone bad news? What would you do in Samuel’s place?
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Telling bad news

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Always tell the truth.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	You have to pass on God’s message.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	But the bad news could make Eli or other people upset.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	Sometimes it is better not to tell bad news.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	Just pretend nothing happened. Go back to sleep.

	
	B.
	God called Samuel to serve him by giving Eli a message. Does he still call people today? Has God ever called you?
	
	
	
	
	B.
	God’s call

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	I don’t know. God has never called me.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	God still calls people to follow him and obey him.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	God calls us to believe in him.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	He gives us ways to serve him at school, in our jobs and with our family and neighbors.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	Sometimes he calls people to be a pastor or a missionary, or to do something specific for him.

	
	C.
	What does it mean to serve God? Give some examples.
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Serving God

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Serving God means believing in God and following him.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	Serving God means obeying him and doing what he says.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	Samuel served God by giving his message to Eli.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	I can serve God by: 

	V.
	Telling others
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	V.
	Telling Others   

	
	A.
	Retell the story of Samuel Serves God, or ask one of the children to retell the story.
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Retell the story.

	
	B.
	Divide into groups of two or three people. Tell each other the story of Samuel Serves God.
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Tell the story in groups.

	
	C.
	During the week, look out for practical ways that you can serve God, with your family, or at school, or in your neighborhood.
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Look for ways to serve God.

	
	D.
	Give each person a copy of The Story of Samuel teaching booklet. During the week, tell others the story of how Samuel served God.


	
	
	
	
	D.
	Tell others the story.


References:
Coloring pages available at http://www.coloring.ws/hannah.htm 
Contemporary English Version (CEV). 2005. American Bible Society. 
Redekop, D. International Distribution of Evangelical Teaching Materials. dwredekop@shaw.ca
	ATTITUDE:
	

	SKILL:


	Participants will know what it means to serve God, and will be able to tell the story of Samuel serves God.

	EVALUATION:


	Facilitators will know the participants have learned the content of this lesson when they can tell others the story of Samuel Serves God.

	MATERIALS:


	· Newsprint

· Marking Pens

· Masking Tape

· Bible
· Samuel Serves the LORD handout
· Growth of Samuel coloring page
· The Story of Samuel teaching booklet
· Hand puppets (can be made from socks)and a “stage” (can be improvised)


This lesson is used in: Children’s CHE

Samuel Serves the LORD
Introduction: This is the second part of the story of Samuel.
Bible story: (Open the Bible.) Here is a story from God’s word, the Bible.

The boy Samuel served the LORD and wore a special linen garment and the clothes his mother made for him. She would bring new clothes every year, when she and her husband came to offer sacrifices at Shiloh. 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD before Eli the priest. Eli was now very old. And word from the LORD was rare in those days, visions were infrequent. It happened at that time as Eli was lying down in his place (now his eyesight had begun to grow dim and he could not see well), and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, then the LORD called Samuel; and he said, "Here I am." 

Then he ran to Eli and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not call, lie down again." So he went and lay down. The LORD called yet again, "Samuel!" So Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he answered, "I did not call, my son, lie down again." Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, nor had the word of the LORD yet been revealed to him. So the LORD called Samuel again for the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, "Here I am, for you called me." 

Then Eli discerned that the LORD was calling the boy. And Eli said to Samuel, "Go lie down, and it shall be if He calls you, that you shall say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.'" So Samuel went and lay down in his place. Then the LORD came and stood and called as at other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel said, "Speak, for Your servant is listening." The LORD spoke to Samuel, telling him that he would judge the family of Eli, punishing them since they had sinned against him. 

So Samuel lay down until morning. Then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. But Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. Then Eli called Samuel and said, "Samuel, my son." And he said, "Here I am." He said, "What is the word that He spoke to you? Please do not hide it from me. May God do so to you, and more also, if you hide anything from me of all the words that He spoke to you." So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. And he said, "It is the LORD; let Him do what seems good to Him." 
Thus Samuel grew and the LORD was with him and let none of his words fail. All Israel knew that Samuel was confirmed as a prophet of the LORD. 

Based on 1 Samuel 2:18-19 and 3:1-21, adapted from the Contemporary English Version. 1995. American Bible Society.

Growth of Samuel
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This lesson is part of an extensive series created by LifeWind International for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE). In CHE, facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. For information about CHE and how you can be trained as a facilitator, go to communityhealthevangelism.org, or contact LifeWind International. 

