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THE NEW MENINGITIS VACCINE

THE NEW MENINGITIS VACCINE
INTRODUCTION: This story is adapted from WHO’s story, A new meningitis vaccine (2010).
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

As many as 450 million people are at risk from meningococcal A disease, the primary cause of epidemic meningitis across Africa. The disease kills thousands every year. Major epidemics of meningitis A occur every 7-14 years and are particularly devastating to children and young adults. The sickest patients typically die within 24 to 48 hours of the onset of symptoms. Of those who survive, 10 to 20 percent suffer brain damage, hearing loss or a learning disability.

STORY:
Widespread epidemics have been documented for over 100 years in sub-Saharan Africa, in what has become known as the meningitis belt, stretching from Senegal in the west, to Ethiopia in the east. During the epidemic of 1996-1997, more than 250 000 cases and 25 000 deaths were reported. As many as 450 million people are at risk from the disease across Africa. 

Vaccines against different forms of meningococcal disease have been available for over 30 years. But they don’t work very well, and they do not protect young children, so they are not able to prevent epidemics. Recently, health officials and doctors worked together to develop a new vaccine. The vaccine was found to be safe and effective in preventing meningitis. Several countries in Africa are now introducing the new vaccine. Many people are lining up to receive the new vaccine.
They hope that the vaccine will soon be used in other countries in Africa, throughout the meningitis belt. This could save many lives, and also reduce medical costs. 

----SHO questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?

DISCUSSION: (Use some of these questions, or add your own.)
Observation questions: (What happened?)
· Would anyone like to retell the story of The new meningitis vaccine? 

· What is the meningitis belt? What people are at risk of meningitis?

Interpretation questions: (Why?)

· Why is meningitis such a dangerous disease? What does meningitis do?
· What is an epidemic? What happens during epidemics?
· What do vaccines do? How do vaccines protect people?
· What were the problems with the old meningitis vaccine?
· If the new vaccine works well, what impact will it have?
Application questions:

· What vaccines or immunizations have you received?
· Do you live in the meningitis belt?
· Do you know anyone who was sick with meningitis, or who died from meningitis?
· Is the new meningitis vaccine available in your area?
· Have you been vaccinated against meningitis?
TELLING THE STORY
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story.

· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of The new meningitis vaccine.
Adapted from: World Health Organization. 2010. A new meningitis vaccine. Available from: http://www.who.int/features/2010/meningitis_vaccine/en/index.html
This lesson is used in: Health Promotion/ Meningitis and in Health Promotion/ Immunizations 
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