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	OBJECTIVES:
	1.
	Participants will learn the story of the sacrifice of Isaac, and will be able to tell the story.

	
	2.
	Participants will learn about obeying God, and about God’s provision for us.


OVERVIEW FOR TRAINERS: This lesson uses storying to teach children the story of the sacrifice of Isaac. This is the second story about Isaac, and should be told after the story of Isaac’s birth.
BIBLICAL BASE: Genesis 22:1-14
	METHOD
	
	TIME
	
	KNOWLEDGE

	I.
	Sacrifices
	
	5”
	
	I.
	Sacrifices

	
	A.
	What is a sacrifice?
	
	
	
	
	A.
	What is a sacrifice?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	A sacrifice is something you give up for a purpose.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	Sometimes, animals were sacrificed or killed.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	Sometimes you give up something that is important to you.

	
	B.
	In this story, God puts Abraham to the test. Although he and Sarah waited many years to have a son, he is asked to sacrifice Isaac.
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Abraham to the test.

	
	C.
	As you listen to the story, think what you would do in Abraham’s place.
	
	
	
	
	C.
	What you would do?

	Bible story: Tell the first part of the story of The Sacrifice of Isaac, from the handout.
	
	5”
	
	


	----SHO questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?
	
	
	
	

	II.
	The sacrifice
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	II.
	The Sacrifice          

	
	A.
	Ask someone from the group to retell the story of the sacrifice of Isaac, or act it out as a group.
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Tell or act out the story.

	
	B.
	With younger children, ask them to draw pictures of their favorite things or people. Then ask them, which of these would they be willing to give to God?
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Drawings

	
	C.
	With older children, divide into two groups to argue over the question: What would you do in Abraham’s place? Say no to God, or obey him and sacrifice Isaac? Pretend that you are Abraham responding to God’s command to sacrifice Isaac.
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Say no to God.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	No way! I am not going to sacrifice my son no matter what you say!

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	Sarah and I waited many year’s for Isaac’s birth!

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He is our only son.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	We love him.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	You promised that we would have a son. You can’t take him now!

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	I thought that you loved us!

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7. 
	How can you ask us to sacrifice our son?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	D.
	Obey God and sacrifice Isaac

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	That is very hard, but I will obey you.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	You are our God.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	I don’t know what you are doing, but I trust you.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	This is very hard and painful for me. I love Isaac.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	But you will provide for us.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	I will do what you say. We will leave for the mountain right away.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7. 
	I will obey you, even when you call me to sacrifice our son.

	III.
	Understanding the story.
Finish the story, telling Part 2 of The Sacrifice of Isaac from the handout. Then work together as a large group.
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	III.
	Understanding the Story            

	
	A.
	Why did God ask Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac?
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Why?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	It was a test.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	God was testing Abraham.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He was testing whether Abraham truly feared him and obeyed him.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	If Abraham was willing to offer his only son, then he truly obeyed God.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	If he refused, then his son was more important to him than obeying God.

	
	B.
	Was Isaac also tested? What happened to him?
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Isaac

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Yes, he was also tested.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	He went with Abraham to the mountain and carried the firewood.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	He obeyed Abraham, even when there was no lamb for the sacrifice.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	He did not protest, even when Abraham tied him up and put him on the wood.

	
	C.
	How did God provide for Abraham and Isaac?
	
	
	
	
	C.
	How did God provide?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Abraham told Isaac that God will provide the lamb.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	God was watching, and he kept Abraham from killing Isaac.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	A ram was caught by its horns in the bushes.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	God provided a ram for the sacrifice.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	God saved Isaac’s life.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	God provides for us and takes care of us.

	IV.
	God’s provision
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	IV.
	God’s provision    

	
	A.
	Divide into small groups. Draw a picture or act out or tell a story about how God has provided for you and taken care of you.
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Small groups

	
	B.
	Report back to show the rest of the group.
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Report back

	V.
	Telling the story
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	V.
	Telling the Story

	
	A.
	Retell the story, if you want to review it for the group.
	
	
	
	
	A. 
	Retell the story.

	
	B.
	Divide into groups of two or three people and tell each other the story of The Sacrifice of Isaac.
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Tell the story in group of two or three.

	
	C.
	Ask one child to tell the story of The Sacrifice of Isaac.
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Have one child tell the story.

	
	D.
	During the week, tell your family and friends the story.
	
	
	
	
	D.
	Tell the story to family and friends.


References:

Children’s Bible Coloring Pages. Available from: http://www.tstl.net/Children/Coloring/Coloring.asp 

Contemporary English Version (CEV). 2005. American Bible Society. 
	ATTITUDE:


	

	SKILL:


	Participants will be able to tell the story of The Sacrifice of Isaac.

	EVALUATION:


	Facilitators will know the participants have learned the content of this lesson when they can tell others the story of Isaac’s sacrifice

	MATERIALS:


	· Newsprint

· Masking Tape

· Bible
· Crayons or markers

· The Sacrifice of Isaac handout

· Isaac’s sacrifice coloring pages


This lesson is used in: Children’s CHE
The Sacrifice of Isaac
Introduction: Can you count the stars? God promised Abraham and Sarah that they would as many descendants as there are stars. But they were very old and could not have children. Finally, after many years of waiting, God gave them a son, Isaac.
Bible story: (Open the Bible.) Here is a story from God’s word, the Bible.

Part 1
Some years later God decided to test Abraham, so he spoke to him. Abraham answered, "Here I am, LORD." The LORD said, "Go get Isaac, your only son, the one you dearly love! Take him to the land of Moriah, and I will show you a mountain where you must sacrifice him to me on the fires of an altar." 

So Abraham got up early the next morning and chopped wood for the fire. He put a saddle on his donkey and left with Isaac and two servants for the place where God had told him to go. 

Three days later Abraham looked off in the distance and saw the place. He told his servants, "Stay here with the donkey, while my son and I go over there to worship. We will come back." Abraham put the wood on Isaac's shoulder, but he carried the hot coals and the knife. 

As the two of them walked along, Isaac said, "Father, we have the coals and the wood, but where is the lamb for the sacrifice?" "My son," Abraham answered, "God will provide the lamb." 

The two of them walked on, and when they reached the place that God had told him about, Abraham built an altar and placed the wood on it. Next, he tied up his son and put him on the wood. He then took the knife and got ready to kill his son. 

Part 2
But the LORD's angel shouted from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Here I am!" he answered. "Don't hurt the boy or harm him in any way!" the angel said. "Now I know that you truly obey God, because you were willing to offer him your only son." 

Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in the bushes. So he took the ram and sacrificed it in place of his son. Abraham named that place "The LORD Will Provide." And even now people say, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided." (Close the Bible.)
Based on: Genesis 22:1-14, adapted from the Contemporary English Version. 1995. American Bible Society.
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Source: Children’s Bible Coloring Pages
This lesson is part of an extensive series created by LifeWind International for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE). In CHE, facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. For information about CHE and how you can be trained as a facilitator, go to communityhealthevangelism.org, or contact LifeWind International. 

