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A PLEA FOR FORGIVENESS
Based on: Psalm 51:1-10
PREPARATION: 
Pretend that you are David. The prophet Nathan confronted you, and you realize that you have sinned against God. Now you turn to God, confessing your sin and asking for his forgiveness.  
INTRODUCTION: King David was a powerful and righteous king. But he also sinned greatly against God. Now he turns to God, confessing his sin and asking for God’s forgiveness.
STORY: 
· Act out the story of A plea for forgiveness, from Psalm 51:1-10.
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION: Use some of these questions or add your own. Adjust them to the age of the children.
Observation questions:  (What do you see?) Sign: Put your hand above your eyes as if searching.
· What does David know about God? What is God like?

· What does David ask God to do?

· What does David ask God do in his life, in addition to forgiving his sin?
Understanding questions: (What do you think this means?) Sign: Point to your head.
· What is sin?

· What does it mean to confess your sin? 

· David says that he really has sinned against God, not against man. What does he mean by that?

· Is God right to punish David for his sin?

· Is sin just a problem for us once in a while?

· David told God about his sin. How could David be clean and pure again?

· What does it mean to be forgiven?

· Describe David’s feelings after he knew that God had forgiven him.

· How did God clean David on the inside? What did he do to his heart?
Application questions: (How does this apply to me?) Sign: Point to your heart.
· Have you ever sinned or rebelled against God, or do something that you knew was wrong?

· What happens if we try to hide what we have done wrong?

· Did you talk to God or to your parents about what you did wrong?

· What punishment did you deserve?
· What is your heart like before you confess your sin?

· What does God promise if we confess our sin? See 1 John 1:9. What does that mean for you?
· What does God do to your heart after you confess your sin?

· Have you been forgiven by God? Why or why not?
· Pray to God, confessing what you have done wrong and asking for his forgiveness.
MEMORY VERSE: Psalm 51:10. You can use a memory verse games to learn this.
DRAWING OF A HEART: What are some things that you have done wrong, that you would like to confess to God? Draw them inside of the outline of the heart. Then ask God to forgive you. After you pray to God, erase the pictures of all your sins, or paste a white heart on top of them.
PRACTICE:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of A plea for forgiveness.
Used in: Children’s CHE/Bible Storying/Moral Values
CREATE IN ME A PURE HEART

Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

(Psalms 51:10 NIV)




Create in me a pure heart,


O God.








