Medical Ambassadors International and Global CHE Network
AMBITION OF JAMES AND JOHN
BASED ON: Mark 10:35-45
PREPARATION: In preparation ahead of time, it is well to read the story out loud, so you can both see the words and hear them spoken.  After reading the story, close your eyes and imagine you are looking at the story taking place as you practice retelling the story out loud to check your memory.  Then reread the story out loud to note where you made mistakes and try again.  
INTRODUCTION: Do you ever want to be first, and sit in the place of honor? Jesus’ disciples also wanted to get ahead. Listen to this story of James and John.
STORY:

· Tell the story of James and John from Mark 10:35-45.

· Would anyone like to retell the story of James and John? 

· Act out the story of James and John, or do a puppet show or mime.
DISCUSSION: (Use some of these questions, or add your own.)

Observation questions: 
· What favor did James and John want?
· Could Jesus give them the place of honor? Why or why not?
· What did the other disciples think when they heard of their request?

· According to Jesus, how do the rulers of the nations act?

· According to Jesus, how should we act?

Interpretation questions:

· What does it mean to sit at the right hand or the left hand of Jesus? 
· (Note to trainers: Sitting at the right or left hand was a position of confidence and honor.)
· According to James and John, what kind of kingdom would Jesus have? How did they picture him? 
· According to Jesus, would he reign as a majestic king? What “cup of suffering” and “baptism of suffering” would he go through first?

· Do you know any stories about how the followers of Jesus suffered for their faith?
· Why were the other disciples angry with James and John?

· According to Jesus, what is the way to be important? What is the way to be first?

· What does a servant do? How does a servant act differently than a king?

· Who is the Son of Man? How did he give his life?

· How did Jesus’ death set us free?

Application questions
· Do you ever want to be important and get ahead? How can you be important?
· Has anyone ever mocked you or hurt you because you believe in Jesus? What happened?

· Think of some practical ways to serve others. What can you do this week?
· How did Jesus’ giving his life change your life?

MEMORY VERSE: Mark 10:45. You can use a memory verse game to learn this.
PRACTICE
· Draw a picture of Jesus dying on the cross, or of a servant and a ruler.

· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story.
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of James and John.
Used in: Children/Bible Storying/Moral Values 
