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BETRAYAL BY JUDAS
BASED ON: Matthew 26:6-16; 20-25; 45-50; Matthew 27:3-5
THEMES: Betrayal, discouragement
PREPARATION: In preparation ahead of time, it is well to read the story out loud, so you can both see the words and hear them spoken.  After reading the story, close your eyes and imagine you are looking at the story taking place as you practice retelling the story out loud to check your memory.  Then reread the story out loud to note where you made mistakes and try again.  Repeat this process until you can tell the story smoothly and accurately. You may use your own words and cut down on the number of names, but stick exactly to the content of the Bible story. 

INTRODUCTION: As you hear the story, think about Judas. What was he thinking? Why did he betray Jesus? What would you have done in his place?
STORY: Tell this story from memory.
Act 1: At Simon’s home
Jesus was in Bethany. He was in the home of a man named Simon, who had a skin disease. A woman came to Jesus with a special sealed jar of very expensive perfume. She poured the perfume on his head while he was at the table. 
When the disciples saw this, they became angry. "Why this waste?" they asked. "The perfume could have been sold at a high price. The money could have been given to poor people." 
Jesus was aware of this. So he said to them, "Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me. You will always have poor people with you. But you will not always have me. She poured the perfume on my body to prepare me to be buried. What I'm about to tell you is true. What she has done will be told anywhere this good news is preached all over the world. It will be told in memory of her." 
One of the Twelve went to the chief priests. His name was Judas Iscariot. He asked, "What will you give me if I hand Jesus over to you?" So they counted out 30 silver coins for him. From then on, Judas watched for the right time to hand Jesus over to them. 
Act 2: At the Last Supper

When evening came, Jesus was at the table with the Twelve. While they were eating, he said, "What I'm about to tell you is true. One of you will hand me over to my enemies." 
The disciples became very sad. One after the other, they began to say to him, "It's not I, Lord, is it?" 
Jesus replied, "The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will hand me over. The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But how terrible it will be for the one who hands over the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born." 
Judas was the one who was going to hand him over. He said, "It's not I, Rabbi, is it?" 
Jesus answered, "Yes. It is you." 
Act 3: In the Garden of Gethsemane

Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane. Then he returned to the disciples. He said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Look! The hour is near. The Son of Man is about to be handed over to sinners. Get up! Let us go! Here comes the one who is handing me over to them!" 
While Jesus was still speaking, Judas arrived. He was one of the Twelve. A large crowd was with him. They were carrying swords and clubs. The chief priests and the elders of the people had sent them. Judas, who was going to hand Jesus over, had arranged a signal with them. "The one I kiss is the man," he said. "Arrest him." 
So Judas went to Jesus at once. He said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" And he kissed him. 
Jesus replied, "Friend, do what you came to do." Then the men stepped forward. They grabbed Jesus and arrested him. 
Act 4: After Jesus was condemned to die

Judas, who had handed him over, saw that Jesus had been sentenced to die. He felt deep shame and sadness for what he had done. So he returned the 30 silver coins to the chief priests and the elders. "I have sinned," he said. "I handed over a man who is not guilty." 
"What do we care?" they replied. "That's your problem." 
So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. 

DISCUSSION: (Use some of these questions, or add your own.)

1. Would anyone like to retell the story of Judas? 
2. Act out the story of Judas, or do a puppet show or mime.
3. Observation questions:
a.  Describe what the woman did.
b. How did the disciples respond?

c. How did Jesus explain her action?

d. What did Judas do with the chief priests?

e. Describe the Last Supper.

f. Describe Jesus’ actions. What did he say about the man who would betray him?

g. What was Jesus doing in the Garden of Gethsemane?
h. Describe the people who came to arrest Jesus. Who came with Judas?

i. How did Judas show that Jesus was the person to be arrested?

j. How did Jesus respond to him?
k. Judas was sad when Jesus was sentenced to die. So what did he do?

l. What happened to Judas at the end of the story?

4. Interpretation questions:

a. According to Jesus, why did the woman anoint him with perfume?
b. What did he mean by “to prepare him to be buried”? What would happen to Jesus?

c. Why do you think that Judas decided to betray Jesus? What was he thinking?

d. Thirty silver coins was the price for a slave. How much was Jesus’ life worth?

e. At the Last Supper, who were the Twelve? Who is the Son of Man?
f. Did Jesus seem to be angry with his betrayer?

g. Did these events catch Jesus by surprise? Why or why not?

h. Why did Jesus call Judas “friend”?

i. What did it feel like to be betrayed by a friend?

j. If his friends were unreliable, who could Jesus really trust in?

k. Why did Judas kill himself?
5. Application questions
a. Have you ever felt disappointed or let down by someone? What happened?

b. Has anyone ever betrayed you or tricked you? How did you respond?

c. Can we always count on our friends to do the right thing?

d. If our friends can be unreliable, who can we trust in?

e. How should we respond to the people who treat us badly? 

f. What does it mean to love your enemy?

6. Memory Verse and Coloring Page: Luke 22:48. You can use a memory verse game to learn this.
7. Telling the story
a. Draw a picture of Judas in one of these scenes.

b. Divide into pairs to practice telling this story.
8. During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of Judas.
Used in: Children/Bible Storying/Moral values
Coloring pages are from Calvary Chapel and are available from http://www.calvarycurriculum.com/childrens-curriculum-nt.php
JUDAS BETRAYS JESUS
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Jesus asked him, "Judas, are you betraying 
the Son of Man with a kiss?" 

(Luke 22:48 NIV)

