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LYING (ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA)
Based on: Acts 5:1-11
PREPARATION: In preparation ahead of time, it is well to read the story out loud, so you can both see the words and hear them spoken.  After reading the story, close your eyes and imagine you are looking at the story taking place as you practice retelling the story out loud to check your memory.  Then reread the story out loud to note where you made mistakes and try again.  Repeat this process until you can tell the story smoothly and accurately. You may use your own words and cut down on the number of names, but stick exactly to the content of the Bible story. 
INTRODUCTION: Bible storying is a powerful way to present Biblical truths to both adults and children. 
STORY: 
· Tell the story of Ananias and Sapphira, from Acts 5:1-11.
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION: Use some of these questions or add your own. Adjust them to the age of the children.
Observation questions:  (What do you see?) Sign: Put your hand above your eyes as if searching.
· What did Ananias do with the money from the sale of the land?

· Why did Ananias die?

· What did Sapphira tell the apostles?

· Why did Sapphira die?
· How did the church respond when they heard about this?
Understanding questions: (What do you think this means?) Sign: Point to your head.
· Ananias and Sapphira sold their land. Would it be okay for them to keep some of their earnings for themselves?

· So what did they do wrong?

· Why is it important to tell the truth?
· Is it ever right to tell a lie?
· Can we ever tell a lie and fool God?

· Did Ananias and Sapphira get away with it? What happened to them as a result of their lying?

· What happened to the church and those who heard about Ananias’ and Sapphira’s deaths?

· What does it mean to fear God?
Application questions: (How does this apply to me?) Sign: Point to your heart.
· Have you ever told a lie?

· When are you tempted to tell a lie?

· Why is it easy to tell lies?

· What does God think when we tell a lie?

· You probably won’t be struck down dead if you tell a lie. But what other problems can lying lead to?
MEMORY VERSE AND COLORING PAGE: Acts 5:1-2. You can use a memory verse game to learn this.

PRACTICE:  
· Make up a story about the dangers of lying.
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of Ananias and Sapphira.
Used in: Children’s CHE/Bible Storying/Moral Values
Coloring pages are from Calvary Chapel and are available from http://www.calvarycurriculum.com/childrens-curriculum-nt.php
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Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet. 

(Acts 5:1-2 NIV)
