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	OBJECTIVES:
	1.
	Participants will understand how important it is to have a cause and how it attracts and keeps people.

	
	2.
	Participants will have identified the cause that they are passionate about.

	
	3. 
	Participants will have tested their cause statement against the Bible.


OVERVIEW FOR TRAINERS:  This is a lesson modified from a series on Transformational Giving. The information for this lesson comes from Mission Increase, of Lake Oswego, Oregon. This should also be used in Neighborhood Transformation TOT I to help participants understand how we want to create a cause statement that attracts others to become involved in our cause.
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	Role Play: 
	
	5”
	
	

	1st
	I hear we are supposed to have a cause that drives us. Do you have one?
	
	
	
	

	2nd
	No, in fact I don’t even know what one might be
	
	
	
	

	1st
	Me either. Besides, how would you go about identifying a cause that excites you?
	
	
	
	

	2nd
	Is it supposed to excite me?
	
	
	
	

	1st
	I think so, but who knows?!
	
	
	
	

	----SHOWD questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?
	
	
	
	


	I.
	Cause Statement
	
	
	
	I.
	Cause Statement

	
	A.
	What is a cause statement?
	
	   2”
	
	
	A.
	A cause statement is:

	
	
	1.
	Give Webster definition. Have on Newsprint for group to see.
	
	
	
	
	
	1.
	A cause is a reason for an action or condition that brings about an effect or a result

	
	
	2.
	Give definition of a Cause Statement
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	2.
	Cause Statement is:

One or two sentences that contain the focus of your ministry. It tells what your ministry is all about that catches attention.

	
	B.
	Why is it important to know and articulate your cause? Discuss as a large group.
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	B.
	Importance of a cause:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1.
	It focuses the ministry we do

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2.
	It can attract people to what we are doing

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3.
	Generally larger then just one’s organization

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4.
	It excites people who are interested in a similar cause

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5.
	It excites us to reach out to fulfill it.

	
	C.
	Put on newsprint NT’s Cause: Helping to bring neighborhoods out of poverty and people to   maturity in Christ. What do the participants think about this statement?
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	C.
	Observations from NT Cause Statement: Helping to bring neighborhoods out of poverty and people to maturity in Christ.



	
	D.
	How do you go about creating your cause statement? Give out Building a Cause Statement handout.
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	D.
	How you go about creating your cause statement:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1.
	Why was the organization founded?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2.
	Things that excited you to become involved in what you are doing

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3.
	How does this impact the target neighborhood?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4.
	Look for recurring themes and patterns to consolidate them

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5.
	Create one sentence that is your Cause Statement.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6.
	Practice it and hone it.

	
	E.
	Things to remember in creating your statement. Give points to group. 
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	E.
	Things to remember in creating your statement:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1.
	Keep it short

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2.
	Keep it simple

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2.
	Be provocative

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3.
	Catch people’s attention

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4.
	Elicit, “That’s interesting, tell me more.” response

	
	F.
	Break into groups by neighborhood and have them develop their own cause statement. Report back as large group. 
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	F.
	Developing their cause statement:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Keep it short

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2.
	Keep it simple

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3.
	Be provocative

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4.
	Catch people’s attention

	II.
	Creating a Biblical Basis for Our Cause Statement.
	
	
	
	II.
	Creating a Basis for Biblical our Cause Statement

	
	A.
	Why is it important for your cause to be biblically grounded?
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	A.
	Why is it important for your cause to be biblically grounded: 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1.
	We are Christians looking to attract Christians to our cause.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2.
	If want to see total transformation, then Christ must be at the center.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3.
	The Bible is a Christian’s guide book for life, therefore use it often.

	
	B. 
	Give out Biblical Basis for our Cause Worksheet (blank). Go over briefly.
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	B.
	Reviewing Biblical Basis for our Cause Worksheet handout.

	
	C.
	Using the cause statement, what is the biblical basis for NT’s Cause? Break into four groups and use blank worksheet. Record their responses on newsprint. 
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	C.
	Biblical basis for your cause

	
	
	
	Break into 4 groups to do. Put their Responses on newsprint
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	D.
	Give out Biblical Basis for our Cause Sample handout.
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	D.
	Biblical Basis for our Cause Sample handout.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	ATTITUDE:


	Facilitator has heart of compassion and desire to help those they are working with to become like Christ in all areas of life.

	SKILL:


	Participants will be able to teach the content of this lesson and share it individually.

	EVALUATION:


	Facilitator will know the participants have learned the content of this lesson when they see them practice the content of this lesson in their lives and see them teach others.

	MATERIALS:


	· Newsprint

· Marking pens

· Masking tape

· Building a Cause Statement handout

· Biblical Basis for our Cause Worksheet (blank) handout

· Biblical Basis for our Cause Sample handout 


This lesson used in: Transformational Giving fund Raising and Segmented NT TOT.
Building a Cause Statement
· Why was our organization founded and for what purpose?
· What does our above answer mean for our neighborhood?
· List things that excite you about what you are doing and reasons why. 

· Look for underlying patterns of what you have found to consolidate your ideas.

· Consolidate down to one sentence a Cause Statement that is exciting in present tense, easy to remember.
Biblical Basis for Our Cause Blank Handout
Our Cause Is:  Helping to bring neighborhoods out of poverty and people to maturity in Christ
What is the Biblical language for your cause? 

What does the Bible call us to do in relation to the cause? 

How does the cause intersect with a regular person?

What are the potential barriers of doing what the Bible calls us to do in relation to the cause?

Biblical Basis for Our Cause Sample Handout
Our Cause Is: Helping to bring neighborhoods out poverty and people to maturity in Christ.
What is the Biblical language for your cause? 

To participate in God’s mission to restore all creation to wholeness by being a faithful witnesses in Word and Deed through God’s redeeming love and work.

· Luke 10:27 Love God totally in areas of your life which deals with whole person and reach out to your neighbor in love as you would for yourself.

· Luke 4:18,19; Isaiah 61:2,3. Deal with the whole person by reaching to them in all areas of their life.

· Luke 9:1,2; Luke 10:1,8,9, Jesus sends out 12 and 72 people (respectively) to reach out wholistically to others

· Matthew 28:8-10, We are to teach all God has commanded us which is to deal wholistically with people.
What does the Bible call us to do in relation to the cause? 

· Love all people and reach out to them; don’t wait for them to come to me.

· Love requires a relationship therefore we must get to know people.  We can’t just give people things.

· When we do things for people that they should be doing for themselves we actually hurt them, not love them. 

· The goal is a ministry that deals with all areas of a person life thereby transforming them from the inside out and then these people in a given neighborhood are transforming their neighborhood in the same way.

How does the cause intersect with a regular person?

· Getting people out of their comfort zone and into the neighborhood which is hard

· When we do things for people we (which we are inclined to do) make them dependent on others; which is not showing love. We have to equip people with a different worldview of empowering not doing things for others.

What are the potential barriers of doing what the Bible calls us to do in relation to the cause?

· Fear of walking the neighborhood and being hurt or rejected

· Fear I will be taken advantage of by reaching out to strangers

· Fear of exposing myself as I get to know others and they get to know me as we develop a relationship.

This lesson is part of an extensive series created by LifeWind International for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE). In CHE, facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. For information about CHE and how you can be trained as a facilitator, go to communityhealthevangelism.org, or contact LifeWind International. 

