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GOD'S MATHEMATICS

Date: Rev 4/11

(1 HOUR)

OBJECTIVES: 1. Participants will understand that it is a privilege to give to God and all people —
even the very poor — and that they already have what it takes to fulfill His
command “love your neighbor as yourself.”

2. Participants will be able to discover God’s active multiplication in blessing

people’s obedience.

OVERVIEW FOR TRAINERS: This material was used by permission from Harvest Foundation and Dr.

Bob Moffitt.

From the very beginning of this lesson divide the whole large group into small groups of 3-8 people.
They can sit around small tables, which will make it easier for them to sort the cards into a formula.
The cards should be prepared beforehand and put into small envelopes and distributed to the small
groups. This lesson is especially suitable for vision seminars for church people. Together with lesson
of “Seed Projects” this makes a good foundation for the churches to start their OWN work.

METHOD TIME

KNOWLEDGE

A true story from Africa: 5”

An old missionary had been working in
an area for a long time. He believed
that the people in his church were too
poor to give. He never taught them
about giving from the Scriptures.

One day, a new missionary came to
preach in the church. He spoke to the
believers and challenged them to bring
offerings to the Lord. Everybody was
very happy. For the first time they
offered gifts. Some gave money, some
chickens, and some brought fruit and
vegetables.

At the end of the service, the old

missionary came to the church and

saw the offerings. He was very sad, 5”
and said, “Oh, these people are so
poor that they cannot give anything”.
Then he returned all that was given,
the money, chickens, fruit and

vegetables, back to the people.

What did you hear?
What was the problem?

The old missionary stole the blessings from the
Christians by not letting them offer to God. He
also oppressed the church, hindering it from
becoming a strong self-standing spiritual home.
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METHOD TIME KNOWLEDGE
I Examples of how God multiplies 5” I How God multiplies our Gifts for His glory

our gifts for his glory

A. Read Isaiah 40:29. Ask Isaiah 40:29 — God reveals His
each small group to open strength in our weakness.
the envelope marked
“Isaiah 40", and to put the Our weakness x God = Strength.
small cards in order of the
correct formula. Discuss the
formula.

B. The Story of Five loaves 10” The Story of Five loaves and two
and two fish (John 6:1-14) fish:
Tell the story from the Bible
in your own words. It is
preferable if you ask
someone in advance to tell
the story.
Ask each group to open the Boy + 5 loaves and 2 fish x Jesus =
envelope marked “John 6” food for 5000 men + food for
and put the cards in the women and children + 12 baskets
correct order and discuss
the formula.

C. Elijah and the widow of 10” Elijah and the widow of Zarephath:
Zarephath (I Kings 17:7-
24). Widow + cake x God = 1 cake x 3

people x 365 days x 3 years of

Tell this story is the same famine = 3285 cakes.
way as above. Open the
envelopes marked “Widow”
and put them in the correct
order and discuss the
formula.

D. Ask the group if they can 5” The Widow's Offering:

remember a time when
Jesus noticed the giving of
a poor person. (Luke 21:1-
4)

"Jesus saw the rich putting their
gifts into the temple treasury. He
also saw a widow put in two very
small copper coins. "l tell you the
truth," he said, "this poor widow has
put in more than all the others. All
these people gave their gifts out of
their wealth; but she out of her
poverty put in all she had to live on."

Widow + 2 coins x Jesus = 2000
years of inspiration.
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METHOD TIME KNOWLEDGE

Il The alternative to multiplication E.

Tell the parable of the talents
from Matthew 25:14-30.

Ask "If the poor use poverty as a
reason not to obey Jesus’

command to love their neighbor,
what will be the consequences?

The alternative to multiplication

One Servant+ 1 talentx0 =0
talents + servant into darkness.

Il Summary 10” I. Summary

A. God’s math (to give and to A.
be blessed) involved
EVERYbody. No one is too
poor or too weak.

Can you tell of a time when
a very poor person gave
you something? How did
you feel?

B. Write together on the board 10” D.
with the group a general
formula for God’s math.
Draw
“x God =" in the middle and
then complete the formula.
The formula could look like
the one below:

God’s math — Remember that
feeling to be able to give is a good
way to empower the person or
strengthen his self-esteem.

1. Once in Ethiopia, | received a
small coin from a street boy —
how happy he was to give.

2. Long ago in Kenya, a poor
nomadic woman gave me 5
shillings (very small amount) to
be given to my wife. How
happy | was, and how proud
she was to be able to give!

Summary:

Poor people + love for God + faith +
obedience and sacrificial giving x
God = blessings to others +
personal blessing + God is praised

ATTITUDE: Facilitator has first learned the joy of giving to God & then to others and loving them
in obedience to God. He is committed to helping others to also learn and apply this

to their own lives.

SKILL: Participants will be able to learn the importance of obedience to God in loving and
giving to Him and to others and they in turn will want to share this with those in their

communities.

EVALUATION: Facilitators will know that participants have learned the content of this lesson when
they see them giving to God and others in love and then in turn helping others to do

the same thing.

MATERIALS: Newsprint
- Marking Pens

- Masking Tape

- God’s Mathematics Handout Strips - Cutouts for mathematical formula card in
envelopes (one envelope for each group) marked as “Isaiah,” “John 6,” “Widow”

This lesson is used in: Program Trainings — SALT, Vision — Mobilizing the Church
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Our weakness X

God =
Strength

Boy +

5 loaves & 2 fish X

Jesus
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Food for 5000 men +
Food for women and +
children
12 baskets
Widow +
1 cake X

God
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1 cake X
3 people X
365 days X

3 years of famine

3285 cakes




