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THE PHARISEE AND THE SINFUL WOMAN
BASED ON:  LUKE 7:36-48
THEME: Forgiveness
INTRODUCTION: This is a Bible story for children, based on the parables of Jesus. Jesus tells this story in response to the Pharisee’s question of why he associated with a sinful woman.
STORY: 
· Tell the story of the Pharisee and the sinful woman, from Luke 7:36-48.
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· They can also act out story in a modern context. Instead of a Pharisee, add a modern leader or official. Instead of the sinful woman, you can add a thief or an alcoholic or drug addict. Instead of a moneylender, you can have a businessman or a loan shark. Change other details as well.
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION:

1. Observation questions:  
· This is really a story within a story. Let’s start first with the story of the Jesus’ visit to the Pharisee’s home. What happened first?
· Then what happened?

· Jesus then told the story of two men who owed money to a money lender. Tell this story.
· What did Jesus ask Simon?

· How did Simon care for Jesus, his guest?

· How did the woman care for Jesus?

· What did Jesus tell the woman?
2. Understanding questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· A Pharisee is an important Jewish leader. Why was Simon the Pharisee upset with Jesus?
· Why did Jesus tell him a story?
· Who will love the moneylender more—the man with the small debt that was cancelled, or the man whose large debt was cancelled?
· How did Jesus’ story relate to the woman and the Pharisee?

· Describe Simon’s hospitality. What kind of love did he show?
· Why did the woman kiss his feet, wash them with her tears, and pour perfume on them?

· We don’t know much about her past. But what do we know about her?

· What did Jesus do with her? Why?
3.  Application questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· Describe yourself. Are you basically a good person, or are you a sinner?

· Do you relate more to Simon the Pharisee or to the sinful woman?

· Has Jesus forgiven your sins?

· If Jesus has forgiven you, how can you show your love to him?

· What did you learn about God from this story?  
· What did you learn about yourself?
· What will you do about it?
4. Memory verse: Luke 6:27.  You can use the memory verse games to learn this verse.

5. Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your friends and neighbors the story of the Pharisee and the sinful woman.
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