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PARABLE OF THE PHARISEE AND THE TAX COLLECTOR
BASED ON:  Luke 18:9-14
INTRODUCTION: This is a Bible story for children, based on the parables of Jesus. In Jesus’ time, the Pharisees were proud religious leaders. Tax collectors were often despised because they frequently charged too much, robbing the people.
STORY: 
· Tell the story of the Pharisee and the tax collector from Luke 18:9-14.
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· Or act out the story in a modern context. Perhaps a wealthy lawyer is watching a homeless man pray in a small church.
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION:

1. Observation questions:  
· What happened first?

· Then what happened?

· What happened next?
2. Understanding questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· Who did Jesus tell this story to?

· Why did Jesus tell this story?
· What was the Pharisee proud of?

· Why did he think he was better than the other people?

· How did his actions show that he was proud?

· What the tax collector do?

· What was he thinking? What was his attitude?

· What did Jesus say at the end?

· What does it mean to exalt yourself?

· Why is it wrong to be proud and to puff yourself up?

· What will happen to the people who exalt themselves?

· What will happen to the people who are humble?
3.  Application questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· Have you ever been proud of yourself or brag about what you did? What happened?

· How can your pride or boasting hurt other people?

· How can you be humble like the tax collector?

· Why do you think it is important to be humble?

· What did you learn about God from this story?  
· What did you learn about yourself?
· What will you do about it?
4. Memory verse: Luke 18:14 (the second part). You can use the memory verse games to learn this verse.

5. Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of the Pharisee and the tax collector.
Used in: Children’s CHE/Spiritual/Bible Storying/Stories of Jesus
This lesson is part of an extensive series for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE) ministries. CHE facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. 
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