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THE PARABLE OF THE FATHER AND HIS LOST SON
BASED ON:  Luke 15:11-32
THEME: Forgiveness
INTRODUCTION: This is a Bible story for children, based on the parables of Jesus.
STORY: 
· Tell the story of the father and his lost son, from Luke 15:11-32. 
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· Or act out the story in a modern context. Perhaps a young man takes all that he owns to live it up in the city.

· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION:

1. Observation questions:  
· What happened?

· Then what happened?

· What happened next?

· (Continue until they finish telling the story.)
2. Understanding questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· Why did the young man ask for his share of the estate? 

· How did he use his money?

· What happened to him over time? (In the time of Jesus, feeding pigs was the lowest sort of work, since the people of Israel were not allowed to eat pork.)
· Why did he decide to go home?

· Put yourself in the place of the father. His younger son had squandered and wasted all that he had given him. What would the father be thinking?

· How did the father respond when he saw his son?

· How was the son dead and is alive again?

· Why did they celebrate?

· Why was the older son angry?

· Do you think the older son was jealous of his brother?

· In this story, who does the father represent?

· How is the father like God?

· Does God celebrate and rejoice when we return to him?

· Why did Jesus tell this story?

· What is the main point of this story?

3.  Application questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· Which person in this story do you relate to—the father, the younger son, or the older son?

· Have you ever run away from God like the younger son did?

· Have you ever wasted and squandered what God has given you? (Don’t just think of your money and your possessions—think also of your time and your skills and the people that you care about.)

· Have you ever returned to God, asking him to forgive you?

· Do you want to ask God to forgive you right now?

· Does God rejoice over you and celebrate when you return to him?

· Or do you sometimes feel like the older son, angry that you have not received your share?

· What did you learn about God from this story?  
· What did you learn about yourself?
· What will you do about it?
4. Memory verse: Luke 15:24. You can use the memory verse games to learn this verse.

5. Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of the father and his lost son.
6. Celebrate: 

· If anyone has repented and turned back to God, celebrate!

· Have balloons and a small party.

· Be sure to go through the gospel message again with the child to make sure that he or she understands it completely.
Used in: Children’s CHE/Spiritual/Bible Storying/Stories of Jesus
This lesson is part of an extensive series for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE) ministries. CHE facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. 
This lesson is part of an extensive series created by LifeWind International for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE). In CHE, facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. For information about CHE and how you can be trained as a facilitator, go to communityhealthevangelism.org, or contact LifeWind International. 

