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PARABLES OF THE MUSTARD SEED AND YEAST
BASED ON:  Matthew 13:31-33
THEME: Growth of the kingdom
INTRODUCTION: This is a Bible story for children, based on the parables of Jesus. This lesson explores the parables of the mustard seed and yeast.
ACTIVITY: Make dough with flour and water. Mix some yeast into the dough. Put the dough in a warm location. What happens to the dough over time?

STORY: 
· Tell the story.
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· Instead of a mustard seed, you can use another small seed that grows into a large plant.
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION:

1. Observation questions:  
· How big is a mustard seed?

· What happens to the mustard seed when it grows?

· How big is yeast?

· What happens to yeast when it is mixed with flour?
2. Understanding questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· What do you need to have a kingdom? Act it out.
· Have one child take the role of a king.

· The other children live in the kingdom and serve the king.

· Show the size of the “kingdom”.

· What is the kingdom of heaven? (Another name for the kingdom of heaven is the kingdom of God.)
· Who is the King?

· Describe the growth of the kingdom of God. How does this happen?
· How can more people serve the King?

· Why did Jesus tell this story? What is the main point of this story?

3.  Application questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· How can you help the kingdom of God to grow?

· Can children tell others about Jesus? Or are they “too small” to do it?
· Do you talk with your family about Jesus?

· Have you told your friends and neighbors about Jesus?

· What did you learn about God from this story?  
· What did you learn about yourself?
· What will you do about it?
4. Memory verse: Acts 1:8. You can use the memory verse games to learn this verse.

5. Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of the mustard seed and yeast.
6. Check your dough. What has happened?
Used in: Children’s CHE/Spiritual/Bible Storying/Stories of Jesus
This lesson is part of an extensive series for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE) ministries. CHE facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. 
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