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PARABLE OF THE PERSISTENT FRIEND
BASED ON:  Luke 11:5-9
THEME: Prayer  
INTRODUCTION: This is a Bible story for children, based on the parables of Jesus.
STORY: 
· Tell the story of the persistent friend from Luke 11:5-9.
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· Make up another way to tell this same story.
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION:

1. Observation questions:  
· What happened?

· Then what happened?

· What happened next?
2. Understanding questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· Did the friend come at a convenient hour?

· Did the other man want to get out of bed?

· Then why did he get up and give his friend bread?

· How is God different from the man in this story?

· For example, does God ever go to sleep?

· Is God bothered or upset when we come to him?

· Does God know what we need before we ask?

· Why did Jesus tell this story? What is the main point of this story?
· How can we ask God for help?

· What kinds of things can we ask for?
· Does God always give us what we ask for?

· What shall we seek?
· What door will be opened to us?

· What are some other ways to pray to God?

· What does it mean to pray boldly?

· What promise does Jesus give? Explain the promise in your own words.
3.  Application questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· What would you do if a friend came to you at midnight?

· Describe your prayers. Do you talk with God? What do you say?

· How has God answered your prayers?

· What did you learn about God from this story?  
· What did you learn about yourself?
· What will you do about it?
4. Memory verse: Luke 11:9. You can use the memory verse games to learn this verse.

5. Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of the persistent friend.
Used in: Children’s CHE/Spiritual/Bible Storying/Stories of Jesus
This lesson is part of an extensive series for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE) ministries. CHE facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. 
This lesson is part of an extensive series created by LifeWind International for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE). In CHE, facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. For information about CHE and how you can be trained as a facilitator, go to communityhealthevangelism.org, or contact LifeWind International. 

