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PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS
BASED ON:  Matthew 21:28-32
THEME: Obeying God
INTRODUCTION: This is a Bible story for children, based on the parables of Jesus.
STORY: 
· Tell the story of the two sons from Matthew 21:28-32
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· They can also act out story in a modern context. The parent can be telling his children to do a chore they don’t like. Instead of prostitutes and tax collectors, pick people or children that are looked down upon in your area.
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION:

1. Observation questions:  
· What happened?

· What happened next?

· Then what happened?
2. Understanding questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· Which of the two children obeyed his father?

· Is it okay to say yes, but then refuse to do it?

· What if you say no, but later obey?

· God is our Father. What has he told us to do?

· Do some people claim to be Christians, but then refuse to obey and follow God?

· What happens to people who refuse to obey God as their King?

· In Jesus’ day, most people looked down on the prostitutes and tax collectors. (Tax collectors often charged too much, and took money from the people.) But some prostitutes and tax collectors became followers of Jesus. Can people with a bad past go to heaven?

· Who are some people who are unpopular or looked down on in your area? What will happen to them if they follow Jesus and obey him?

· In Jesus’ day, many religious leaders refused to believe him or follow him. Which child are they like?

· Some people today are popular leaders who may be rich or famous, but they do not follow Jesus. What will happen to them?

· Why did Jesus tell this story? 

· What is the main point of this story?

3.  Application questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· Do you sometimes feel like not obeying your parents?

· Do you sometimes feel like not obeying God? What should you do?

· What does it mean to follow Jesus? Is it enough to say, “I believe in Jesus” but not do what he says?

· Are you following Jesus? Do you obey him?

4. Memory verse: Luke 11:28.  You can use the memory verse games to learn this verse.

5. Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of the two sons.
Used in: Children’s CHE/Spiritual/Bible Storying/Stories of Jesus
This lesson is part of an extensive series for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE) ministries. CHE facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. 
This lesson is part of an extensive series created by LifeWind International for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE). In CHE, facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. For information about CHE and how you can be trained as a facilitator, go to communityhealthevangelism.org, or contact LifeWind International. 

