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PARABLE OF THE VINE
BASED ON:  John 15:1-8
THEME: Abide in Christ
INTRODUCTION: This is a Bible story for children, based on the parables of Jesus.
ILLUSTRATION: Use a grapevine, or a small fruit tree, or a live plant. Break off a branch. 

· What happens over time when you break off a branch?

· What happens to the leaves and the fruit?

STORY: 
· Tell the story of the vine from John 15:1-8.
· Have the children draw the vine and the branches and grapes when the branch is connected to the vine and after it is broken off. 
· Or act this out as a mime.
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION:

1. Observation questions:  
· Describe a healthy grapevine (or a healthy fruit tree, if grapes are not common in your area).

· What happens to the leaves and fruit when the branch is broken off from the vine?

· What happens to that branch that is broken off?
2. Understanding questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· Why does a branch need to remain on the vine?

· Jesus says that he is the vine. Why does he say that? What does the vine do?

· Jesus compares the Father to a gardener. What does the gardener do?

· If Jesus is the vine, what are we?

· How can we remain in the vine? What will help us to stay connected to Jesus?

· What does it mean to remain in Jesus? 

· What would hurt our relationship with Jesus? How could we become cut off from him?

· How can Jesus’ words remain in us?

· What will happen if we remain in a close relationship with Jesus?

· What is our fruit? What kind of fruit will we bear? How does knowing Jesus change our lives?
· Why did Jesus tell this story? What is the main point of this story?

3.  Application questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· Do you know Jesus?

· How can you remain in a close relationship with Jesus?

· Do you spend time with Jesus every day?

· Do you pray to him and listen to what he says in the Bible?

· Do you think about what the Bible says and try to obey and follow Jesus?

· Have you memorized any verses or sections of the Bible?

· What will you do to stay closely connected to Jesus and remain in him?

4. Memory verse: John 15:5.  You can use the memory verse games to learn this verse.

5. Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of the vine.
Used in: Children’s CHE/Spiritual/Bible Storying/Stories of Jesus
This lesson is part of an extensive series for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE) ministries. CHE facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. 
This lesson is part of an extensive series created by LifeWind International for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE). In CHE, facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. For information about CHE and how you can be trained as a facilitator, go to communityhealthevangelism.org, or contact LifeWind International. 

