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THE WISE AND FOOLISH BUILDERS
BASED ON:  Matthew 7:24-27
THEME: Building your life on Christ.
INTRODUCTION: This is a Bible story for children, based on the parables of Jesus.
ACTIVITY: Have the children place boxes or houses on two surfaces—one house on a solid surface such as a table, and the other on a base made from straws (or any other unstable surface).  Then ask the children to try to blow down the two houses.
STORY:  (Pick some of these activities.)
· Tell the story.
· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 
· Does anyone want to retell the story?

· Sing the song, “The wise man built his house upon the rock. . .  “. Be sure to use the hand motions.

DISCUSSION:

1. Observation questions: (What did you see? What is happening?) 
· Where did the wise man build his house?

· What happened to his house when the storm came?

· Where did the foolish man build his house?

· What happened to his house when the storm came?
.
2. Understanding questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· What does the wise person do after he hears the words of Jesus?
· What does the foolish person do after he hears the words of Jesus?
· What (or who) is the rock?

· What kind of “storms” may we have in our lives? What struggles or challenges do we have?

· Describe what happens to the wise person who obeys Jesus.

· Describe what happens to the foolish person who does not obey Jesus.
· What is the main point of this story?
3.  Application questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· Are you a wise person or a foolish person?

· What is your life built on? What (or who) are you depending on?

· What are some practical ways to build your life upon a rock? 

· What will happen if you build your life upon the rock?

· If your life is built on your faith in Jesus Christ, will you have challenges and struggles?
· What will happen after these challenges and struggles?

· What did you learn about God from this story?  
· What did you learn about yourself?
· What will you do about it?
4. Memorize Matthew 7:24. You can use a memory game to memorize the verse.
5. Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of the wise and foolish builders.
Used in: Children’s CHE/Spiritual/Bible Storying/Stories of Jesus
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