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	OBJECTIVES:
	After working through this lesson, participants will be able to:

	
	1. 
	List reasons why a children’s ministry is important.

	
	2. 
	Explain the Biblical basis of a children’s ministry.

	
	3. 
	Name some important children of the Bible.

	
	4. 
	Describe some resources available for a Children’s CHE ministry.


OVERVIEW FOR TRAINERS: This is a lesson to introduce the topic of a Children’s CHE ministry, with information on the Biblical basis of a Children’s CHE ministry, along with materials available. This lesson is adapted from previous “Children’s CHE” lesson.
	METHOD
	
	TIME
	
	KNOWLEDGE

	Role Play: Two committee members are talking.
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	1st
	I hear they have started a new children’s ministry.
	
	
	
	

	2nd
	This one seems to be different. It is not just Bible stories and songs. They are teaching some practical health skills as well. They say the children may actually become CHEs!
	
	
	
	

	1st
	I don’t know how that will work. The children are too young to make a difference in the community. They don’t have any influence here.
	
	
	
	

	2nd
	Yes, who could they teach? And what impact could they have?
	
	
	
	

	1st
	We have enough to do already. Let’s just concentrate on the adults.
	
	
	
	

	2nd

	I agree. We are busy enough as it is.
	
	
	
	


	----SHOWD questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?

W = Why does this happen?

D = What will we Do about it?
	
	
	
	

	I.
	Why is a children’s ministry important? Discuss in small groups and report back.
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	I.
	Why is a Children’s Ministry is Important:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Half (50%) of the people on earth today are under the age of 18. In most developing countries, half of the people are under the age of 15.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Children between the ages of 4 and 14 are one of the largest unreached people groups. (This is sometimes known as the “4-14 Window”).

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	C.
	During the next 20 years, 4.5 to 5 billion children will be born.

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	D.
	If all the 5-11 year-olds held hands, they would go around the world three times.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	E.
	Most full-time Christian workers came to Christ as a child.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	F.
	Children are a gift from the Lord; they are important.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	G.
	Children are often eager to learn and more open to change than adults.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	H.
	The Biblical truths and health habits the children learn will be the base for how they live as adults.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I.
	Children can serve as models for their families and friends. They can demonstrate a healthier lifestyle.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	J.
	Childhood is a key time to reach people for Christ. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	K.
	A ministry with children can be a way to enter a community.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	L.
	In an area that is hesitant about the gospel, a children’s ministry may help build relationships so a ministry with adults can be started.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	M.
	Children have unique needs:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1.
	There are over 3 million children with HIV/AIDS.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2.
	The number of AIDS orphans is growing rapidly.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3.
	There are more than 10 million children in the sex industry.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4.
	There are 200 to 300 million children involved in child labor.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5.
	Children are vulnerable to many serious illnesses, such as malaria.

	II.
	What is the Biblical basis for a children’s ministry? Think also of important children. Here are some examples:
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	II.
	Biblical Basis for a Children’s Ministry:

	
	A.
	Working as groups of 2-3 people, think of 2 or 3 Bible passages that teach about the role of children and summarize what they say. Here are some examples, but you can use others:
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Bible passages teaching about children:

	
	
	1. 
	Psalm 127:3-5
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Children are a gift from God.

	
	
	2. 
	Matthew 21:15-16
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	Children can praise and glorify God.

	
	
	3. 
	Mark 20:13-16
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	We must enter the kingdom of God “like a little child.”

	
	
	4. 
	Deuteronomy 31:12-13
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	Children must learn to fear the Lord and obey him.

	
	
	5. 
	Proverbs 22:6
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	Training a child to follow the Lord will guide him as an adult.

	
	
	6. 
	Mark 9:36-37 
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	Those who welcome little children welcome Jesus.



	
	
	7. 
	Proverbs 4:20-22
	
	
	
	
	
	7. 
	Teach your children that God’s words bring life and health.

	
	
	8. 
	Other passages:
	
	
	
	
	
	8. 
	Other passages:

	
	B.
	Who are some children or young people in the Bible who followed God and are examples for us?
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Examples of children:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1.
	Samuel (1 Samuel 1)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2.
	David (1 Samuel 16-17)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3.
	Naaman’s servant (2 Kings 5:1-7)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4.
	Daniel (Daniel 1:3-4)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5.
	Timothy (1 Timothy 4:12)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6.
	Jesus (Luke 2:41-52)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7.
	Moses (Exodus 2)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	8.
	The little children who followed Jesus (Luke 9:47-48)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	9.
	Other children and youths of the Bible

	III.
	What resources are available to begin a Children’s CHE ministry? (Show the materials when available.)
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	III.
	Resources Available:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Many of the CHE teaching materials, such as the CHE teaching booklets, can be used effectively with children.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	B.
	There is a series of lessons to prepare trainers to lead a children’s CHE ministry, and to train them how to work with kids.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	C.
	There are also lessons on working with children on community projects.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	D.
	There are over 50 health lessons designed specifically for use with children. These interactive lessons use a variety of stories, dramas, games, and illustrations to teach health skills. (Show the CHE Lessons CD and the book of lessons if available.)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	E.
	There are many health stories for children.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	F.
	We have KAP for Kids sheets to evaluate the results of the health teaching and projects.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	G.
	There are lessons on social topics.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	H.
	We are developing Bible storying lessons for children. Many have coloring pages.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I.
	There are nearly 40 spiritual lessons for children. This includes Old Testament, New Testament, and Discipleship lessons.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	J.
	There are lessons for adolescents.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	K.
	There are many other excellent sources of Bible teaching materials for children. 



	IV.
	Conclusion: is a children’s ministry important? Can CHE be used for children? Discuss in large group.
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	IV.
	Conclusion

	
	
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Yes! It is critically important that we reach children for Christ. They can become strong disciples, and what we teach them now is an investment in future generations.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Children can become a vital part of a CHE ministry.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	A Children’s CHE ministry can be an effective way to enter a new community.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	Children can be a bridge to reach their family and their community for Christ.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	Working with the health committee and with adult CHEs, they can learn to share health skills and the gospel with their friends and neighbors.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	Children can be involved in community projects.


	ATTITUDE:


	Facilitators understand that adults need to be open to and enthusiastic about starting a children’s CHE ministry.

	SKILL:


	Participants know the materials available to help begin a children’s CHE ministry.

	EVALUATION:


	Are the participants investigating or taking steps to begin a children’s CHE ministry?

	MATERIALS:


	-Newsprint

-Marking pens
-Masking tape

-Children’s CHE Lessons (CD and manuals, or CHE Lessons CD)
-Teaching booklets


This lesson is used in: Children’s CHE

