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TEACHING CHILDREN’S CHE (part one)

	METHOD
	
	TIME
	
	KNOWLEDGE



TEACHING CHILDREN’S CHE (part one)
	Date: 06/04 (rev 2/11)
	(1 – 1½ HOURS)


	OBJECTIVES:
	After working through this lesson, participants will be able to:

	
	1. 
	List the distinctive features of CHE, and some goals of CHE.

	
	2. 
	Describe some distinctives of teaching children.

	
	3. 
	Describe how spiritual teaching is done.

	
	4. 
	Describe Bible storying.


OVERVIEW FOR TRAINERS: This is a lesson for trainers introducing the Children’s CHE ministry, and teaching some practical skills for teaching children.
	METHOD
	
	TIME
	
	KNOWLEDGE

	Role Play: Two teachers are talking.
	
	10”
	
	

	1st
	We have been teaching Vacation Bible School now for three years.
	
	
	
	

	2nd
	The children enjoy the songs and the stories.
	
	
	
	

	1st
	Yes, but what are they really learning? How is it changing their lives?
	
	
	
	

	2nd
	They know about Moses crossing the Red Sea, and about David and Goliath, and Daniel in the lion’s den… 
	
	
	
	

	1st
	Yes, but what difference does that make? How is it changing their lives?
	
	
	
	

	2nd

	I don’t know how to answer that. At least they keep on coming back to hear more!
	
	
	
	


	----SHOWD questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?

W = Why does this happen?

D = What will we Do about it?
	
	
	
	

	I.
	How is Children’s CHE different from a traditional children’s ministry? 
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	I.
	Characteristics of Children’s CHE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Children’s CHE is an integral ministry, combining both physical and spiritual teaching.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	B.
	We use a participatory (LePSAS) method of teaching.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Children’s CHE is a form of discipleship training. Children grow in Christ/

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	E.
	Children who are Community Health Evangelists (CHEs) teach others what they have learned.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	F.
	The children apply what they have learned in their own homes.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	G. 
	The children visit their friends and neighbors to teach what they have learned.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	H.
	We want to see multiplication. The friends and neighbors can then teach others.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I. 
	The children will share the gospel with their neighbors and disciple the new Christians.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	J.
	The children and the health committees can work together on community projects.

	II.
	What is the goal of our Children’s CHE ministry? What do we hope to accomplish? Divide into small groups to discuss, and then report back:
	
	10”
	
	II.
	Goals of Children’s CHE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Children will come to know Christ and will grow as his disciples.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Children will learn physical and spiritual skills.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1.
	They will learn to pray, read the Bible, and will learn Scripture verses.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2.
	They will learn to share the gospel and how to disciple new Christians.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3.
	They will learn practical skills to live healthier lives.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4.
	They will learn skills to improve their community.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Children will apply what they are learning in their homes.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	D.
	Children will share what they are learning with their families, friends, and neighbors.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	E.
	Children can work together on community projects.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	F.
	Children’s lessons should be interactive, fast-paced, and fun.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	G.
	Children’s lessons should stress practical applications.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	H.
	Children’s lessons are easy to pass on to others

	III.
	What are some distinctives about teaching children? Discuss in a large group. 
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	III.
	Distinctives about teaching children

	
	
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Children generally learn eagerly and rapidly. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Children are usually open to new ideas and change.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Children usually do not criticize or reject new ideas. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	D.
	Children need practical teaching. They have less ability than adults to think in abstract or general terms.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	E.
	Children have a short attention span and may become distracted easily.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1.
	In general, children have an attention span of about one minute per year of age. So a Bible lesson for a six-year-old should not last more than about six minutes, or ten minutes for a ten-year-old.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	F.
	Children’s teaching should be fast-paced and interactive to keep their attention.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	G.
	Children learn best when multiple senses are involved—through dramas, stories, and puppet shows, for example. They also learn through actions and songs.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	H.
	It is more important to teach children Biblical principles than details about Bible stories.

	IV.
	Spiritual teaching: What should each spiritual lesson for children include? How would you organize each lesson? 
	
	15-40”
	
	IV.
	Spiritual Teaching

	
	A. 
	What could be included in a spiritual lesson for children?
	
	
	
	
	A.
	Children’s spiritual lessons may include:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Scripture reference and Biblical background for trainers

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	Instructions for trainers

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	Memory verses

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	Bible lessons

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	Stories, dramas, or puppet shows

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	Bible storying, with observation, interpretation and applications

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7. 
	Object lessons and visual aids

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	8. 
	Prayers and songs

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	9. 
	Crafts and illustrations

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	10. 
	Applications of the Biblical principles

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	11. 
	Review games

	
	B.
	Another way is to use Bible storying. What Is Bible storying? Hand out the story Parable of the good Samaritan. What is included here?
	
	
	
	
	B.
	Bible storying

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. 
	Bible storying uses stories to teach Biblical truths.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2. 
	First the Bible story is told.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3. 
	Then the children are encouraged to repeat the story or act it out.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4. 
	They use a series of questions to discuss the story.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5. 
	Some of these are observation questions. (“Describe . . .)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6. 
	Some are interpretation questions. (“Why do you think that . . .? “) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7. 
	Some are application questions. (“How do you. . . “)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	8. 
	The children learn a memory verse. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	9. 
	They can use games to learn the verse.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	10. 
	The children practice telling the story to each other.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	11. 
	Then they are asked to tell their family and friends the same story.

	
	C. 
	If there is time, demonstrate Bible storying with the Parable of the good Samaritan.
	
	
	
	
	C.
	Practice teaching 


	ATTITUDE:


	Children’s CHE can make a difference in the lives of children.



	SKILL:


	Participants will know how Children’s CHE is distinctive from traditional children’s ministries. They will know distinctive features of teaching children, as well add techniques such as Bible storying.

	EVALUATION:


	Are participants teaching children in a dynamic, interactive way?

	MATERIALS:


	· Newsprint, markers, masking tape
· Bibles

· Parable of the good Samaritan story



This lesson is used in: Children’s CHE
PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN
BASED ON:  Luke 10:25-37
THEME: Who is my neighbor?
INTRODUCTION: This is a Bible story for children, based on the parables of Jesus.

STORY: 
· Tell the story of the Good Samaritan, from Luke 10:29-37

· Have the children act out the story, or do a puppet show or mime. 

· Or act out story in a modern context, with two prominent people refusing to help, and an unimportant or despised person aiding the victim.

· Does anyone want to retell the story?

DISCUSSION:

1. Observation questions:  
· What question did the teacher of the law ask Jesus? What was the answer?

· How did Jesus respond when he asked, “And who is my neighbor?

· Tell the story of the Good Samaritan. What happened first?

· What happened next?

· Then what happened?

· What instruction did Jesus give to the teacher of the law?
2. Understanding questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· What is God’s greatest commandment to us?

· What does it mean to love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind?

· How can you do that?

· What does it mean to love your neighbor as yourself?

· Why did Jesus tell the story of the Good Samaritan?

· Describe the priest, the Levite and the Samaritan. (The priest and the Levite were respectable leaders, and Samaritan was despised or looked down upon.)

· Why did the priest and the Levite pass by the injured man on the other side?

· In contrast, how was the Samaritan a real neighbor?
· What is the main point of this story?

3.  Application questions: Use some of these questions or add your own.
· Describe ways that you can love God with your whole self.

· How can you love your neighbor as yourself?

· Who are your neighbors?

· Who are the people who are looked down upon or despised in your area?

· We don’t have Levites and Samaritans today. But how do we sometimes overlook or ignore the needs of other people?

· What are some ways to show love to people who are looked down upon or despised?

· What did you learn about Jesus from this story?  
· Did Jesus say anything that was surprising to you?
· Do you ever act like the priest or the Levite and not pay attention to the needs of others?
· What can you do differently? How can you love your neighbor like the Samaritan did?

4. Memory verse: Luke 10:27. You can use the memory verse games to learn this verse.

5. Practice:  
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story. 
· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of the Good Samaritan...

