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NEGLECTED TROPICAL DISEASES

NEGLECTED TROPICAL DISEASES
INTRODUCTION: This story is adapted from the collection of the World Health Organization.
STORY:
More than 1 billion people are affected by one or more neglected tropical diseases (NTDs). They are named neglected because these diseases persist exclusively in the poorest and the most marginalized communities, and have been largely eliminated elsewhere and thus are often forgotten. There are primarily 14 diseases currently listed as neglected tropical diseases. Most can be prevented and eliminated. They thrive in places with unsafe water, poor sanitation, and limited access to basic health care. They cause severe pain and life-long disabilities and are often less visible and have a low priority.

Neglected tropical diseases do not travel easily. They are mostly concentrated in settings of extreme poverty in remote rural areas, in urban slums or conflict zones and thrive in conditions of impoverishment. Those affected are poor and have little political voice. For some neglected tropical diseases, there are simple and affordable diagnostic tools which cost as little as four US cents per test. For the rest, the currently available diagnostic tools require skilled health workers and hospitalization. People in remote areas often become ill or die before the disease can be diagnosed.

The economic impact of neglected tropical diseases can be staggering. People used to flee fertile river valleys infested with the black fly and settle in less productive regions. More than 25 million hectares of infested land have now been resettled, allowing people to plant crops and raise cattle. Similarly, the tsetse fly - one of the several insect vectors transmitting these diseases - has been eliminated through hanging traps.

Drugs for some of the neglected tropical diseases are safe, inexpensive (as low as two US cents per tablet) or even distributed free. They can be administered by trained non-medical staff, like teachers, and community health volunteers. For other diseases, the medicines are old, toxic, expensive and often in short supply. 

Dracunculiasis, also known as guinea worm disease, is transmitted through contaminated drinking water and is now found only in remote villages. With simple techniques such as filtering water, guinea worm disease is being wiped out. Buruli ulcer, leismaniasis and lymphatic filariasis all deform and disfigure to such an extent that those affected can be ostracized. New, inexpensive medicines now protect millions of people from these diseases, enabling them to live good social lives.

----SHOWD questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?

W = Why does this happen?

D = What will we Do about it?

DISCUSSION: 
(Use some of these questions, or add your own.)
Observation questions: (What happened?)
· Would anyone like to retell the story of Neglected Tropical Diseases?
· What are neglected tropical diseases?

· Name some neglected tropical diseases.

· Where do these diseases occur?

· Are these neglected tropical diseases hard to treat?

Interpretation questions: (Why?)

· Why do people often forget about these neglected tropical diseases?
· Why do these diseases mostly affect people living in poor communities?
· What are some ways to protect people from these diseases?
Application questions:

· What diseases are most common in your area?
· Are people in your area able to get treatment for these disaseas?
TELLING THE STORY
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story.

· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of Neglected Tropical Diseases.
Adapted from: World Health Organization. 2010. 10 Facts on neglected tropical diseases. Available from: http://www.who.int/features/factfiles/neglected_tropical_diseases/ntd_facts/en/index.html
This lesson is used in: Health Promotion.






This lesson is part of an extensive series for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE) ministries. CHE facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. 

