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YELLOW FEVER VACCINATION CAMPAIGN

YELLOW FEVER VACCINATION CAMPAIGN
INTRODUCTION: This story is adapted from the World Health Organization.
STORY:
Mali is a land-locked country in western Africa, with an area of over 1.2 million square kilometers. Six million people in the southern half of this vast country need vaccination against yellow fever. Most of them live in remote villages with no means of transport to get to a health center. 

The long and difficult journey of the yellow fever vaccination campaign begins in the capital city of Bamako. Vaccines, disposable syringes and equipment arrive at a warehouse of the Ministry of Health. Vaccines are packed into cold cases and shipped to regional health centers, who then supply them to district and local health centers. Often there is no electricity, so gas is used to keep the refrigerators running to protect the vaccines from excess heat.
Few villagers in remote areas have any means of public or private transport. So the vaccinators try to reach them. Cyril Dacko, a health technician, travels by motorcycle along one of Mali's main north-south roads to the village of Koursalé. He is carrying the vaccine case, syringes, swabs and vaccination cards. Health workers have to travel between 7 and 10 kilometers to reach the people in need of vaccination. A flat tire forces Cyril to stop. A passing motorist offers him and his motorcycle a ride. About 6 000 health workers and 2 000 volunteers are trying to reach remote villages using motorcycles and cars.
Cyril reaches the village several hours late. He works with local people to set up a vaccination point in front of the local health dispensary. Meanwhile, the village messenger runs to gather villagers who had returned to work in the fields after waiting for Cyril. First in the line for vaccination today is 52-year-old Tamba Traoré, the oldest man in the village.
Each villager receives a vaccination card, which bears his or her name and age. Information about the vaccine used is also recorded for follow-up in case of side effects. This data is also recorded on a surveillance sheet for final tally of the number of people vaccinated.
Like others across Mali, Fanta and her friend Ramatoulaye - both holding vaccination cards - wait at their local health center in Bamako. With this campaign, people in all areas of Mali at risk of yellow fever outbreaks have been vaccinated. All 13.5 million Malians can now live free of the fear of yellow fever.

----SHOWD questions----
S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?

W = Why does this happen?

D = What will we Do about it?

DISCUSSION: (Use some of these questions, or add your own.)
Observation questions: (What happened?)
· Would anyone like to retell the story of the yellow fever vaccination campaign? 
· Describe the challenges of carrying out the yellow fever vaccination campaign.
· How did they reach the villages with the vaccine?
· What are vaccination cards?
Interpretation questions: (Why?)

· What is yellow fever?

· What do vaccines do? How do they protect against yellow fever?
· Why is it important to keep the vaccines cold? 
Application questions:

· Do you have a vaccination card?
· Is yellow fever a problem in your area?
· Have you been vaccinated against yellow fever?
· How can you work with vaccination campaigns in your area?
TELLING THE STORY
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story.

· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the story of the yellow fever vaccination campaign.
Adapted from: 

World Health Organization. 2008. Mali: 6 million vaccinated against yellow fever. Available from: http://www.who.int/features/2008/mali_vaccine/photo_story/en/index9.html
This lesson is used in: Health Promotion/ Immunizations and Health Promotion/ Tropical Diseases






This lesson is part of an extensive series for use in Community Health Evangelism (CHE) ministries. CHE facilitators skilled in participatory learning methods enable communities to escape cycles of poverty and live as followers of Jesus. 

