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TOPIC: MINISTERING TO THE DEAF

INTRODUCTION: Ministering to the Deaf is a ministry area that has been neglected by ministers. One may also say that this aspect of ministry is not taught of at all by most ministers. But I thank God for the organizers of this Conference for giving me this opportunity to open this hidden and forgotten wound.

May I recall to our minds that what we are talking about here is on precious souls created by God but abandoned men who God expect to cater for them. I tend to believe that most ministers think that the soul of the Deaf is of less importance to God, may be they see the deaf as animals that have no need for heaven.

UNDERSTANDING DEAFNESS: It is very important for the minster to understand what deafness is all about, before diving into ministering to the deaf: therefore, let us dine some terminologies involved.

A.  WHO IS A DEAF?


In the world of hearing impairment, we have two groups of people namely the deaf and the hard of hearing. 

THE DEAF: They are those who were born either totally deaf or those who became deaf shortly after for health reasons. They became deaf before language and speech were establishment and so leaving them with language problem.

THE HARD OF HEARING: The hard of hearing are those in whom the sense of hearing although defective is functional with or without a hearing aid.

Collins English Dictionary (1983) defines the deaf as “those wanting or deprived of the sense of hearing either wholly or in part, unable to perceive sounds.”

An infant with a hearing loss cannot hear what others around him are saying; hence he can neither imitate nor develop speech. Rather the child becomes curious him which make him to be at alert to movements of people and things. This loss may give rise to problems of poor attention, misunderstanding of directions, day-dreaming, fears or poor speech. He tries to make up by disturbing other members of the family e.g. he will turn the family television or radio so loud trying to perceive sound. Audiologists define deaf and hard of hearing as those who cannot hear a sound between 500 – 1000 frequencies. Any sound below 500 will be too low and above 1000 too high for a normal person.

We have two types of hearing impairments: 1. Conductive Hearing Loss 2. Sensorineural hearing loss

Any minister with the burden to minister to the deaf must also know the WHY or CAUSES of hearing loss to enable him fulfill his calling.

1) The Conductive hearing loss, which is caused as a result of obstruction in the outer ear or middle ear (such as excessive wax) or from malfunctions that interfere with the condition of sound vibrations to the inner ear. This can be corrected through surgery or medication. Hearing Aids may be helpful too. This can be caused by accident, infections and diseased, and growth of spongy bone in the stapes part of the ear preventing it from moving (otosclerosis)
2) Sensorineural hearing loss  - This is caused by the serious damages done to nerve fibres bringing about malfunction. It may be caused by accidents such as fracture of the skull or exposure to explosive blast, infections, meningitis, noise –prolonged exposure at above 100 decibels.
Other causes of hearing impairment include:

· Hereditary – This means that deafness runs in some families. Some parents may be normal but carry deaf genes which transmit to their children.

· Premature birth – Premature birth or prolonged labour can cause deafness.

· Blood Incompatibility – a pregnant mother with Rh negative blood carrying a foetus with Rh positive blood may have its cells and nerve tissues damaged. If the antibodies in the mother’s system destroys cells in the developing foetus, deafness and other disabilities may occur.

It is also important for the minister to know the characteristics of hearing impairment since he will not only preach or teach the deaf but relate one on one with his deaf members. Here are their characteristics.

a. Difficulty in following directions 

b. Lack of attention or reaction when spoken to 

c. Complains of ringing or stuffiness in the ear

d. Inability to locate the source of sound. This makes them to make incorrect responses

e. Delayed language ability – they develop language slowly and poorl

f. Relunctance to participate in oral class activities

g. Accademically, they are found to have delayed skills

h. Behavioral Characteristics: - They use gestures and finger spelling to express themselves both thought and emotions. They are visual oriented. They try to read your lips and facial expression to get your message

i. Socially speaking, they are withdrawn and emotionally, they show signs of frustration, unhappiness due to their inability to communicate which depresses them.

Ministering to the Deaf:

From the foregoing, the minister must have gotten a glimpse or paper knowledge of who he is dealing with. Let us now talk on the job proper.

The minister should know that the deaf are in the plan of God for salvation John 3:16. The deaf are precious before God and He loves them so much that He does not want them to perish but have everlasting life through Jesus Christ.

But how will they hear if no one goes to preach to them? How then can they be saved if no one ministers salvation to them? The deaf are among the unreached people group of the world. Though they live with us, we have made them foreigners due to reasons best known to us.

The minister should know that he has to first of all develop love and burden for the deaf and God will surely help him.

Remedies, Prevention and Solutions to Deafness or Hearing Impairment:

From our ongoing discuss, one can deduce that we have answers to this problem if only we can avoid or prevent the above mentioned causes of deafness.

I strongly believe that a lasting solution provided by God Himself to bridge the communication gap between the hearing and the hearing impaired can only be achieved by the knowledge of sign language. If the minister acquires the skill of Sign Language, he will be able to communicate effectively with the deaf – sharing the gospel, health lectures etc.

Just like it is impossible to see God without holiness so it is impossible to carry the deaf along in the society without communicating with him in his own native language, hence, the minister has to know the usefulness of sign language.

The Usefulness of Sign Language Communication in Today’s World:

The need for sign language communication can never be over emphasized since it is the only means of communication in the Deaf world.

For us to relate freely, friendly, closely and warmly with the deaf, we need to acquire this skill. Without the knowledge of sign language, communicating with the deaf is almost impossible and very difficult thereby causing the Deaf and hearing to misunderstand each other even when it is not necessary.

It is highly needful for parents, friends, relations, neighbors, acquaintances of the deaf to try as much as possible to know this language. In fact everybody needs to be sign language literate because in one way or the other you will have something to do with Deaf. Most deaf today in our society lack training because their parents do not have the language to communicate and inculcate the DOs and DON’Ts of life to them.

Professional like Doctors, Nurses, Lawyers etc. need to acquire this language to enable them serve the deaf well for they are part of our society.

There is the need for Churches and religious organizations to employ or train some of their workers in this skill to help them reach out to these specially able persons in the society with the teaching of the organization or church as the case may be. This will help to decrease the level of crime and evil among the deaf and help them to live good lives.

Special School Teachers need to be knowledgeable of this language for them to be able to pass across what they have as lessons to the Deaf. It is highly regrettable that most people who claim to teach the Deaf do not know sign language but are only special educationists by paper qualification. How then could they teach the deaf when they do not understand your speeches and most of your gestures confuse them the more?

In fact, even market people need to know this language to buy and sell peacefully and successfully with the deaf.

It is interesting, exciting and wonderful to be sign language literate. We need to know and appreciate the usefulness of this special language by acquiring and using it. By so doing we will witness a better relationship between us and the deaf in our society. It is a wonderful thing to be sign language literate.

TRANFORMING RESULTS OF MINISTERING TO THE DEAF:

By the Grace of God, financial backing of Assemblies of God Nigeria and USA and support of good spirited lovers of deaf in Nigeria, we have been able to do the following:

· Over 20 Christian deaf couples have been wedded with the support of the ministry.

· 8 deaf persons in Tertiary Institutions in Nigeria are currently benefiting from our scholarship scheme

· 15 deaf persons in secondary schools in Nigeria are currently enjoying our scholarship scheme

· 25 deaf in Primary schools in Nigeria are currently benefiting from our scholarship scheme

Over 15 deaf have been trained in different skills and established

· Over 10 deaf Culture fellowships have been established in different part of Nigeria by the ministry with either a bridge pastor or deaf pastor caring for the souls of deaf people

· Over 3,000 deaf have given their lives to Christ as their personal Lord and Savior

· Over 200 deaf have been baptized with the Holy Spirit with the initial evidence of speaking in tongues and even prophesying

· Every year during our National Retreat for the Deaf, we carry out health education. To this effect we often invite medical practitioners to teach the deaf on HIV/AIDS, Care of their Ears, Eyes and general hygiene for their well being.

· Annually during our Deaf retreat, we bring in experts to teach tem on the evils of trafficking in persons, drug abuse etc

· Many deaf Christians who are feeling the Call of God in their lives are now requesting for Bible School Training which we are planning to kick off by March with the aid of the Director of Deaf education Program in Carlson, North Central University, Minneapolis, USA
