
The Fifteen-Year-Old Girl
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Imagine a 15 year-old girl.  She has been taken away from school to nurse her father.  He is dying of AIDS.  Her baby brother is already dead.

She knows her father has had many women and became infected this way. He has infected her mother and she is now always tired and often sick.  They found out all this when her baby brother was sick after birth and was diagnosed as having AIDS.

Her father has chronic diarrhoea.  She is constantly, nursing him, night and day, having to clean up after him, to change and wash his clothes, to deal with the sickening smell.  She has no time to get the water herself so her next sister is always late for school because she has to queue for the tap and often doesn’t get there at all because of the work that has to be done.

She has five young brothers and sisters.  They do not have relatives in town.  Their relatives live far away.  The girl is very anxious because she does not know whether or not the children will be able to remain together and find food once their parents die.  They are already suffering from hunger because their father can no longer work, and the mother is often too weak to cook and take care of the family shop near the road.

Future’s Wheel Mapping

Once you have finished reading the case study, draw a symbol to represent the girl.  Starting from this symbol as the “centre of analysis”, map the effects of HIV/AIDS on other people and things. As you build your map, consider as many levels and types of impact as possible, including the following:

	· Individual

· Family

· Community

· Workplace

· Village or town

· Country
	· International

· Social, Political, Cultural

· Cultural, Legal, Emotional

· Economic, Strategic, Ethical

· Health,  Education, Environmental, Spiritual

· Development, Psychological, Other


Future’s Wheel Instruction Sheet

The Future’s Wheel is a learning method that allows the learner to explore the consequences of past and present behaviours on future situations.

Procedure

1. State the specific major event or behaviour (e.g. effects of HIV/AIDS on the individual, family, or community).

2. Put the major event in a central wheel  (refer to the Future’s Wheel example for a demonstration).

3. Project and indicate a second level event emanating directly from the major event in the central wheel to form a second level wheel.

4. Project and indicate subsequent wheels to show all possible events.

5. Project other wheels from the already projected ones for possible consequences of each action.

6. Finally, use more wheels to project options to address the situations.
Processing Options

· Participants may indicate which of the events has happened to them or to someone that they know. Afterwards, they can discuss possible actions to prevent their re-occurrence.

· Alternatively, participants put themselves in a position where any of the events may have happened to them and suggest possible actions to prevent similar events from happening in their lives     

Advantages of Future’s Wheel

· Allows group participation in brainstorming session and enable learners to focus attention on the issue being discussed.

· Emphasis the complex nature of the problem with visual impact

· Identifies areas on which to focus programme resources or strategies for targeting educational programmes

· Clarifies values, develop critical thinking skills and enables learning to take place at the effective level

· Enables participants to personalise issues – making issues real to them.

Future’s Wheel Map (An example)
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Adapted from Window of Hope: HIV/AIDS Curriculum for Teacher Training Colleges in Ghana – Consequences Module by Ministry of Education and World Education/Ghana: September 2003 
 

